
 

 

Welcome to our last newsletter for Term 2, and it appears that Winter has finally arrived. After a warmer-than –usual term the run of rainy 

days are very welcome in terms of our cropping and pasture programme. The farm is turning a beautiful shade of green and our animals 

are enjoying the lush growth. As we head into term 3 we start our serious preparation for the Royal Adelaide Show which takes place in the 

first week of September (Week 8) and is a highlight of the Urrbrae calendar year. The cancellation of last year’s event was extremely 

disappointing, and we are hopeful that this year we can proceed full steam ahead. 

Semester 2 

The change of semester has just occurred, and the beginning of week 9 marked the start of semester 2. This involves absolutely no 

changes for Year 12 students, but years 8-11 can expect some alterations to their timetables, ranging from subject changes through to 

teachers.  End-of-Semester Reports will go out at the end of this term, and will be accessed through Daymap. A reminder that if you are 

having difficulty logging onto the Parent Portal please don’t hesitate to contact the IT Department for support. 

Building Works 

Our building works are still progressing well, and at this stage we are still on track to take possession of all three buildings by the end of 

October. The disruption to classes is one of the side-effects of this project, and with both the gym and our Health & Wellbeing areas having 

been out of action at different times our PE Faculty have been challenged this year. Our first 2021 Whole School Assembly is scheduled for 

the second week of next term and we look forward to celebrating our new-look gymnasium. I think I speak for the entire school when I say 

that we will all be very relieved to have all our building works completed in a timely manner ready for the start of 2022. 

Applications for Year 7 & 8 in 2022 

We received a record number of applications for places in both Years 7 & 8 in 2022. The quality of applicants was outstanding, and the 

passion for agriculture, technology and the environment was clearly evident. Urrbrae’s reputation as a school of excellence continues, and 

we look forward to welcoming a new group of students in the new year. The first round of offers for both year levels went  out on June 18th, 

with the second round of offers occurring mid-September.  

South East Senior Agriculture Trip 

Earlier this term 53 Year 11 & 12 Agricultural students, plus staff, travelled through the South East of SA visiting a diverse range of 

properties and agricultural industries. This was a wonderful opportunity for our students to learn about the range of career pathways that 

are available in the agricultural field, with a range of experiences that many students did not even know existed. More information (and 

photos) are available further on in this newsletter 

2020 Urrbrae Estate Vintage 

We are very pleased to launch our 2020 Urrbrae Estate vintage with a wide range of red wines, all produced by Urrbrae students from 

grapes harvested from Urrbrae Estate vines. Wine-making is one of our fastest growing subjects at Years 10 & 11, and an increasing 

number of our students are enrolling in Oenology and Viticulture at Adelaide University at the end of their schooling. Each year the quality 

of our wines improves, and this year we have an extensive range including Shiraz (two varieties), Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Sangiovese 

(limited quantity) and Grenache (limited quantity). Sales are from either our Barn Market on the first Saturday of every month, or from our 

Front Office. Congratulations must go to our Teacher/Winemaker, Mr. James Anderson, and our Horticultural Specialist, Mr. Kym Naulty for 

their expertise and guidance in this area. 

Library Review 

Re-energising our Urrbrae Resource Centre to become a vibrant and engaging space is one of our key goals this year. A small group of 

staff have been visiting a range of libraries and universities over the course of this term in order to bring back innovative practices to benefit 

our students. Many thanks to Ms. Annabel Dalzell for her organisation of this process. 

Drama Production 

Congratulations to our Year 11 & 12 Drama students on their performance of “The Real Inspector Hound” earlier this term. The audience 

laughed uproariously throughout, and Mr. Falkai and his students should take a bow. 

Year 10 Barn Market Entrepreneurs 

Both Mr. Heynemann’s Year 10 Agribusiness and Ms. Johnston’s Year 10 Business & Enterprise students demonstrated their 

entrepreneurial skills at the Barn Markets this term. Showcasing a range of hand-made products, the students were excellent ambassadors 

for Urrbrae and are to be commended for their efforts. 
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Principal’s Report continued 

Congratulations to Mr. Innes 

Congratulations to Urrbrae Agricultural teacher Mr. Mark Innes, who received two significant awards at the Agricultural Teachers 

Association of SA Conference (ATASA) – a Life Membership and an Outstanding Contribution to Agricultural Education Award. Mr Innes 

has been a key member of our Agricultural staff at Urrbrae for the past 24+ years and his awards are well-deserved. 

Pupil Free Day 

Our Pupil-Free day on Tuesday June 15th was once again an opportunity for our staff to continue our preparation for accommodating 200 

new Year 7 students in 2022. To this end we held a combined session with Unley High, Blackwood High, Springbank Secondary and 

Mitcham Girls High to share our planning for the Year 7 Australian Curriculum in each of the Learning Areas. We were also fortunate 

enough to have guest presenter, Belinda Cay, talking to us about careers in agriculture, upskilling us on potential pathways for our students 

post-school. 

 

 

Joslyn Fox 

Principal 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL  NEWS 

This term has seen an emphasis our school value of Respect with Middle School classes focusing on respectful relationships and not being 
a ‘bystander’. During our recognition assembly at the start of next term, we look forward to celebrating students who consistently model this 
value, as well as our Semester 1 high academic achievers and those who show improvement in achievement.  

During Term 3, we look forward to meeting with Year 9 families. Our  Year 9/10 Subject Information Night is on Wednesday 11th August 
and we will be  sharing the process of course selection with our Year 9s, ready for their move to Year 10 next year. 

Finally, we look forward to our new Year 7 Coordinator, Ms Amy Klitscher, joining our team from the start of Term 3. 

Stephanie Johnston, Middle School Coordinator 

SENIOR  SCHOOL  NEWS 

Semester 1 has been huge for our Senior School,  with our Year 10 students completing the PLP Program which culminated in the Round 

Table discussions and Subject Selection for Year 11. These were a great experience, with students learning more about themselves and 

what they might be interested in for a future career pathway. Many parents attended a Parent Evening focussed on the move from Year 10 

into Year 11. 

Year 11 and 12 students have been visited by our three South Australian University representatives to look at the myriad of options our 

students have to study in SA, if that is their chosen pathway. Around 45 students from Years 11 and 12 took up the opportunity offered by 

Flinders University to spend the day in an Assessment Centre in an attempt to be offered a university place in 2022 or 2023, and according 

to the Flinders representatives, the students were fantastic .  The results of this process and offers to successful students, will be released 

in August. There are more opportunities for Year 12 students to boost their opportunities for University study through the Flinders Unitest 

(coming up in Term 3) and the Adelaide University Year 11 Pathway which is now open for applications at https://www.adelaide.edu.au/

study/undergraduate/year11-entry-pathway . 

Year 11 students have had a very busy semester with a visit from HeadSpace who presented a workshop 

teaching strategies to manage student mental health. The students also completed their first exams in the 

hall, under exam conditions and did so very well, with all exams being conducted over three days. A large 

number of parents also attended the Parent Information Evening focussed on the move into Year 12 and 

subject selections for next year which took place in week 9 
 

Year 12 students have come to the realisation that they are now over half way through their final year of 

schooling. In Term 3 there is a lot happening for them, with Week 1 being the Mid-Year Exams from 

Monday to Friday. If students do not have an exam on the day, they will be expected in all of their 

regular lessons. Students who have exams, may choose whether to attend classes outside their exam on 

that day. Also coming up is the Year 12 Formal.  The students are excited about the event which is to be 

held at the Hotel InterContinental, North Terrace on Friday August 20 at 6pm. Students have the 

opportunity to sell Cadbury Chocolates to help fundraise for the Formal Committee. More information will 

be coming out to parents regarding The Formal in coming days. 

During Term 3 we will have a number of University experts to work with our students on: 

 1 on 1 information sessions,     

 Sessions about SATAC, (Applying for university and TAFE entry) 

There will also be a Parent Information Evening on Wednesday 11th August about SATAC and applying for university (which will be 

attended by representatives of the three SA Universities.).                   Michelle Rowe, Senior School Coordinator 

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/study/undergraduate/year11-entry-pathway
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/study/undergraduate/year11-entry-pathway


 

 

UNIFORM  REMINDER 

As the cooler weather sets in, a reminder to all about the expectations of the Urrbrae Dress Code. Students should not be wearing track 

pants nor have any visible colours underneath their uniform top (including hoods). Students need to wear either the Urrbrae skirt or 

charcoal/dark grey pants or shorts. These do not need to be purchased from the uniform shop, however, must not be tracksuit or sports 

types. We have an excess of spare uniforms and should students not comply with dress code expectations next term, we will be expecting 

them to change into a loan uniform for the day. We thank you for your support at home in reminding students of our school expectations. .  

YEAR 10 BUSINESS STUDIES 

As part of the Year 10 Business Studies course, students sold their wares at the Urrbrae Barn Market on Saturday, June 5th. Students 
completed market research, created a business plan, completed a cost/benefit analysis and created their product in the month leading up 
to their market stall. There were a range of great products and some canny business acumen and entrepreneurial skills on show from this 
class. Well done to all!                     Stephanie Johnston, Humanities Teacher & Middle School Coordinator 

URRBRAE UNIFORM SHOP IS CLOSED 
 

Devon Clothing is not currently providing the 
uniform shop on site at Urrbrae Agricultural 
High School. 
Uniforms can be purchased from the Devon 
Clothing Stores, Edwardstown and Mount 
Barker 

 

Website: https://devonclothing.com.au/ 
Email:sales@devonclothing.com.au  

Telephone:08 8350 7900 

mailto:sales@devonclothing.com.au


 

 

AGRICULTURE NEWS 

The autumn season continued to be quite dry with below average rainfall delaying some of the seeding of crops across SA. Urrbrae has 

just completed the sowing of the annual cereal crops for hay production and are planning the establishment of perennial pasture (Lucerne 

and Medic) which will be a project for the Semester 2 Year 11 Crop Science class. The following provides a summary of some key activities 

since the May Report: 

Agriculture faculty finalising Year 7 curriculum plans and assessment tasks:  

The student free day in Week 8 of Term 2 provided some additional time for the Agriculture staff to work collaboratively in the designing of 

Unit Plans and associated assessment tasks. The faculty aligned the topics to the Australian Curriculum objectives and also developed 

resources that support the delivery of the units. Well done to all staff involved in this complex but very exciting work. 
 

South East Senior Agriculture Field Trip 2021 a significant part of the agricultural program experience: 

53 Year 11 and 12 Agriculture students and 5 staff travelled for 4 days (Week 5 Term 2) through the South East of SA, visiting a diverse 
range of properties and Agribusiness industries including; Flairdale Merino Stud, Zadow’s Bees, Southern Cross Cattle Feedlot, Brecon 
Lucerne Production, Clothiers Free-Range Chickens, Robe Crayfish, Camel Milking (& eating camel milk ice cream!). 
 

The students were "wowed" by the latest farm machinery at Boonderoo Pastoral Company and then had the pleasure of tasting Mike's Beef 
Jerky at Robe. A fantastic dinner at The Robe Hotel was organised for the final night where students had the unique opportunity to interact 
with a large number of Agricultural industry leaders. Overall this was a brilliant tour full of learning opportunities, life skills and fun! Thanks 
particularly to Agriculture Coordinator Mr Damien Brookes for his leadership in facilitating this important aspect of the Urrbrae Agriculture 
experience. 

Urrbrae Agriculture Teachers recognised for commitment to Agricultural Education: 

Congratulations to Mr Mark Innes who received two significant awards at the Agricultural Teachers Association of 

SA Biennial Conference earlier this Term - a Life Membership and an Outstanding Contribution to Agricultural 

Education Award. Mr Innes has been a key member of our Agricultural staff at Urrbrae for the past 18 years and his 

awards are well deserved. Five other Urrbrae Agriculture Teachers from Urrbrae were also recognised by receiving 

a 30 Year Service to Agricultural Education Award, congratulations to Vincent Fleming, Larissa Tallent, Damien 

Brookes and David Heynemann on achieving this milestone. Steve Mason also received a twenty year service 

award. 



 

 

AGRICULTURE  NEWS 

Extensions completed on Beekeeping facility: 

During May the cladding of the rear section of the Beekeeping facility (AKA as the Bee Shed) was carried out. This was a very cost-effective 

project as the framework was constructed some years ago by an Outdoor Construction class. This project enclosed the existing framework and, 

as a result, extended the area by nearly twice the floor span. This will provide additional opportunities for students to be involved in a range of 

hands-on activities associated with beekeeping (regardless of the weather conditions) such as hive construction and honey extraction.  
 

New additions to Poll Hereford Stud herd:  
Two Poll Herford calves have been born, one on Monday of Week 7 and another Wednesday of Week 8 

of Term 2. The calves are very healthy and will develop as excellent examples of the Poll Hereford 

breed as part of the Urrbrae Poll Hereford Stud that was established in 1970. 

Students are excited about handling the calves (in due course!) preparing them for the show circuit 

particularly the upcoming Royal Adelaide Show. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 students reaping the rewards of vegetable production:  

The Year 8 students have been involved in vegetable production since early Term 1. Students have worked in small teams to prepare plots for 

seed sowing and seedling transplanting of a range of vegetable varieties. Mr Steve Mason’s class is pictured with a bountiful harvest! 



 

 

AGRICULTURE  NEWS 

Year 11 Native Animal Studies Camp to Cleland and Yookamurra Wildlife Sanctuaries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 1st  and 2nd of June the Yr 11 Native Animal Studies class had an overnight camp staying at Yookamurra Sanctuary near Swan 
Reach to learn about Native Animal conservation.  
 

Yookamurra Sanctuary is a 1,100 Hectare area of old growth Mallee woodland surrounded by a feral proof fence to exclude rabbits, cats 
and foxes. The goals of the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) who own Yookamurra,  are to reintroduce native species once found in 
the region, restore habitat lost due to land clearance and to educate the public about ecology, endangered species and recovery options. 
 

AWC also own and operate another 26 properties throughout Australia which represent many diverse ecosystems and recovery options for 
a wide variety of native animals. A lot of these animals have been listed as endangered and vulnerable, therefore the work they do has 
been instrumental in saving many of these animals from extinction. 
 

If you would like to find out more about this not-for-profit organisation visit their website at www.australianwildlife.org . 
 

Olive harvest produces a bumper crop: 

This year’s picking of olives has resulted in a 3 tonne harvest. 

Students from various agriculture subjects have joined in to pick 

and sort the olives. Two main varieties are grown around the 

Urrbrae property, Kalamata for eating olives and Koroneiki for oil 

production. Agriculture Production students have been directly 

involved in the preserving of the Kalamata olives including the 

packaging and labelling of the jars which will amount to at least 

1,000 jars for 2021. The olives for oil are pressed near McLaren 

Vale and the virgin olive oil arrives back at Urrbrae in bulk for 

bottling by students. This year will see around 800 bottles of top 

quality oil produced for sale through the Barn Market and 

Canteen. Don’t miss out on purchasing these wonderful Urrbrae 

olive products. 

 

Urrbrae promotes the 2021 Royal Show: 

The Advertiser recently approached Urrbrae to assist in promotional material for 

the 2021 Royal Adelaide Show. Students from Year 11 took part in the photo-

shoot early this term which also included some of our Poll Hereford stud cattle 

and Suffolk stud sheep.…..Well done to the students who represented Urrbrae 

so enthusiastically!  

 

Vince Fleming, Assistant Principal, Agriculture 

http://www.australianwildlife.org


 

 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS 

This semester has seen the staff and students deal with many challenges. With the gym under redevelopment staff and students have 

demonstrated great flexibility. At times access to resources has been limited. Students have shown fantastic resilience in PE lessons 

always trying their best. Staff have accessed a variety of offsite resources such as Beach Volleyball courts and squash centres, as well as 

bringing in groups such as Fencing. 

We are all looking forward to semester 2 when we will hopefully be able to use the gym again. We have been very lucky with the weather 

this semester and appreciate Unley High sharing their gym with us for a few weeks. 

I would like to thanks all the students at Urrbrae for their patience and participation in HPE this year. I would also like to thank the HPE staff 

for all their work in planning around the redevelopment.                           Neil Muggleton, HPE Coordinator 

YEAR 10  OUTDOOR  EDUCATION 

In week 5, two of our Year 10 Outdoor Education classes travelled to Melrose for a 3-day 

mountain biking camp. In the lead-up, students participated in a number of lessons that focused 

on learning the basic skills needed when downhill and uphill riding, as well as riding into the 

Kurangga Trail (City Dirt) and Brownhill Creek to practice these skills. After a light shower on the 

drive up, the weather couldn’t have been more perfect, with clear skies the whole time. 
 

With a varying range of abilities amongst the classes, students were split into groups and each 

group explored different areas of Melrose, whilst putting skills and knowledge to the test. It was 

fantastic to see every individual pushing themselves out of their comfort zone as well as the 

resilience and persistence of others to give everything a go. Each night they slept in tents and 

cooked up a storm on the Trangia to refuel for the next day.  

                           Meg Neindorf, Outdoor Education Teacher 



 

 

YEAR  10  OUTDOOR  EDUCATION  B  ADVENTURE  CAMP 

In May both Year 10 Outdoor Education B classes headed for the hills on their Adventure camp. The camp involved 3 days of adventurous 

activity while engaging with nature and learning about their impact on the environment. Day 1 started with rock climbing in Morialta Conser-

vation Park. The students applied all the climbing skills they learnt at school on climbs called: Mud in your Eye, Sheoak Corner, Muesli, 

Balthazar and Leprosy. It was great to see everyone challenging themselves on the cliff faces. We drove to Mt Torrens via Fox Creek MTB 

Park where we had some reflection time looking at the impact bushfires can have. 

After a cold night the drizzly rain made eating breakfast fun. We headed to Mt Crawford Forest for a hike. It was interesting to compare the 

plantation forest to Fox Creek from the day before. The hike required students to learn navigation skills using a map and compass. We 

practiced aiming off, using handrails and walking on bearings during the day. We sheltered for lunch in Fromm’s dairy an old building in the 

area. After lunch the students did some teamwork games and were rewarded with hot chips to warm up from the inside out. Night 2 was 

cold and seeking warmth around the camp fire was a good place to be. The interesting array of food options by the students allowed ener-

gy levels to keep them going into the night. 

The final day saw us pack up camp and head into town for a high ropes adventure on the Tree Climb. Once students understood the safety 

requirements they hooked up and climb to the tree tops. All courses ended with a Flying Fox which, after over-coming a few nerves, 

screams of joy could be heard. It was great to see everyone push themselves to new heights and grow as adventure seekers. We would 

like to thank Mr Mason for allowing us to use his paddock and show us the history of the area.       Neil Muggleton and Ashley Bid-

dell 



 

 

YEAR 12 OUTDOOR EDCUATION 

In week 8 the Year 12 Outdoor Education classes headed north to the Ikara-Flinders 

Ranges National Park for a 3 day bushwalk. The trip started with a cultural tour in Wilpena 

Pound by local Adnyamathanha guides, learning about indigenous plants and their use and 

the Dreamings of Wilpena Pound and its creation. After a final check of the bags we started 

our 3 day walk on the western side of Wilpena Pound, on Merna Mora station. The weather 

did not allow the views to be fully appreciated as the mountains where covered in cloud. As 

the rain settled in on day 2 the students navigated their way along creeks and trails to find 

the point to cross the Bunbinyunna Range. This was complicated as we could only see 

100m in front due to the fog. Compass skills and ability to use a GPS was tested as we 

scrambled across hill-sides trying not to slip and slide down too much. After hours of 

searching we finally found the path across and our camp. The last challenge of the trip was to keep dry as the storm front came across, 

with everyone huddled in the tents. It was a great experience for students who got the opportunity to apply all the classroom learning in the 

outdoors. 
 

Thankyou to the Fels family at Merna Mora station for hosting us. It is a great location for a walk and if you are looking for a Flinders 

Ranges holiday we can certainly recommend it as they offer camping and other accommodation. 

Neil Muggleton, Outdoor Education teacher 



 

 

 

 

 

ARTS NEWS 

The Year 11 Visual Art students have been learning and exploring different 2D artists as well as media and materials. They built on this, 

creating their own ideas to specialise in a chosen media and experimented with a range of ideas that resulted in a final piece. The students 

have focused on Portraiture to express feeling or meaning in their own chosen 2D media. The Year 11 Arts course presents the students 

with choice and a programme structure which prepares them for Stage 2 Visual Arts. Student work is on show outside the library in the 

main reception building until the end of the term.                    Kate Venning and the Year 11 Visual Art Students. 



 

 

Joslyn Fox 

NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA  



 

 

Friday 2nd July Last day of Term 2 

Saturday 3rd July Barn Market 

Monday 19th July Term 3 starts 

Monday 19th July to Friday 23rd 

July (Term 3 Week 1) 

Year 12 Mid Year Practice Exams 

Saturday 7th August Barn Market 

Tuesday 10th August School Council 

Wednesday 11th August Year 9/10 Subject Information Night  

Monday 16th to Friday 20th Science Week 

Friday 20th August Year 12 Formal 

Tuesday 31st August Casual Day 

Saturday 4th September Royal Adelaide Show Starts 

Monday 6th September to Friday 

10th September 

Royal Adelaide Show Week 

Wednesday 8th September School Closure Day 

Thursday 9th September Year 10 Immunisation 

Saturday 11th September Barn Market 

Tuesday 14th September School Council 

DIARY DATES AND COMMUNITY NEWS 


