
 

 

Welcome to the final newsletter for Term 3 as we begin the final run to the end of the year. This year has been far 

kinder than 2020 for South Australians in terms of lockdowns and restrictions, and I am sure I am not alone in being 

profoundly grateful. Even our mask wearing at school has been a small price to pay for a relatively normal lifestyle. 

Thank you once again to all of our staff and students who have adapted to face coverings with a minimum of fuss.  

The cancellation of the Royal Adelaide Show is still an enormous disappointment to us all, and as I write this I can’t 

help contemplating the fact that today would be one of my favourite Urrbrae Show events – the Grand Parade. 

Hopefully next year will see a return to the Showgrounds. We are still fine-tuning our Urrbrae alternative to the Show, 

but planning is underway for an early Term 4 event. 
 

VET Innovation in Schools Award 

Urrbrae is thrilled to announce that we have won the VET Innovation in Schools Award for 2021 at the SA 

Training Awards. A special thanks to Mr. Peter Oswald (our VET Coordinator), Mr. David Price (our Deputy 

Principal) and Ms. Marie Fenbow (our VET SSO) for their wonderful work in this space. Thanks also to our 

Flexible Apprenticeship students (both past and present) who have made this award possible. 
 

Building Update 

Our building programme is powering ahead, with the gymnasium already having been handed over to the 

school, and our first whole school assembly taking place two weeks ago. The tiered seating holds 

approximately 250 students, and has created a spacious feel to the whole area. Our ICT/Sound System will 

not be installed until Term 4, but we are very happy to have this area back for school use. 

The Health and Wellbeing Centre is on track for completion in the middle of the October holidays, and we hope to have classes in there 

from Day 1 next term. This area features two new kitchen classrooms with a shared dining area, a Health classroom, a PE classroom and 

an Outdoor Education classroom. In addition there is a large undercover area which will be used for a variety of purposes. The landscaping 

around this area will also provide excellent spots for students to enjoy their break times. 

The new Humanities & Music classrooms will be the last building to be handed over, with completion estimated at the end of October. We 

will move the Humanities faculty into this beautiful new space, and use C Block as a shared Year 11/12 Senior School space so that 

students can be supervised in a single area rather than spread over the school as is currently occurring. The Music classrooms will replace 

the old “pool room” transportable, adjacent to the pool, and provide our music students with wonderful facilities.  
 

Year 12 Formal 

Despite a few Covid Lockdown scares just prior to the event, the 2021 Formal went ahead as planned at the Intercontinental Hotel. As was 

the case in 2020, partners were unable to attend but once again this seemed to enhance the night, not detract from it. Students thoroughly 

enjoyed the opportunity to celebrate an important Year 12 milestone, and you can see some of the stunning photos from the night in this 

newsletter.  
 

National Science Week – Kids Teaching Kids 

As part of National Science Week Urrbrae once again presented our "Kids Teaching Kids" programme, showcasing the exciting world of 
Science to a range of Primary School students. Highlights included our Wetlands area, a spectacular Science Show, our Urrbrae Trails 
experience and awesome laboratory demonstrations. We were very proud of all our students who were wonderful ambassadors for our 
school. Many thanks also to our fantastic staff for organising this event, particularly in light of the Covid restrictions currently in place.  
 

Urrbrae Careers Expo 

Subject to Covid restrictions, the Urrbrae Careers Expo is back for 2021. Being held on Tuesday 21st September (2-7pm), find out 
everything you want to know about careers in agriculture and get the chance to speak with over 20 individual companies on the day. Plus a 
panel session of amazing speakers. Register your interest here: events@agcommunicators.com.au 
 
 
 
 

Joslyn Fox, Principal 

Urrbrae Agricultural High School 
505 Fullarton Road, Netherby 5062 

Ph: (08) 8274 7455   Fax: (08) 8274 7499 
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Hi Everyone,  

My name is Amy Klitscher and I am the Year 7 Coordinator at Urrbrae. I have been 

teaching here since the start of Term 3, in preparation for our year 7 students starting in 

2022. I come to you from Karoonda Area School, where I taught various subjects to 

students across years 4 to 12. I am excited to be working at Urrbrae and embracing the 

school’s focus on agriculture, having grown up on a farm in the state's Upper South 

East.  

Even though my start at Urrbrae included a lockdown and teaching remotely, I have 

really enjoyed my time here so far. I am looking forward to working with the Urrbrae 

school community as we welcome Year 7 students to the school in 2022.   

 

Amy Klitscher, Year 7 Coordinator 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

YEAR 11 NEWS 

As a part of the CAB program in Term 3, our Year 11’s took part in two seminars addressing the dangers of risk taking behaviour. The first 

seminar was the ‘Alert Not Alarmed’ program presented by Encounter Youth. This program educates students about the potential dangers 

that can present themselves within party environments, and most importantly equips young people with strategies to protect themselves 

and their friends who might find themselves in situations in which they are vulnerable. 
 

We also welcomed SA Police who presented the ‘Fatal Five’ road safety program, educating the students about the five most common 

factors that lead to tragedy on South Australian roads: drink and drug driving, speeding, distraction, seatbelts, and dangerous road use. In 

recent months we have seen a significant increase in the number of Year 11 students obtaining their learners permit and provisional 

licence, and the seminar was an important reminder to the students that unsafe driving can have extreme consequences. I’d like to 

acknowledge the high level of maturity and sensitivity shown by the year 11’s during these seminars. Their exceptional audience skills 

and the respect shown to the presenters was a credit to the students.   
 

I would also like to take the opportunity to 

acknowledge the excellent academic results 

achieved across the year level in Semester 1. 

Academic Achievement awards were recently 

presented to a number of students in recognition of 

their outstanding results, but it is just as important 

to congratulate all students who achieved to the 

best of their abilities and developed valuable skills 

and knowledge as they continue on their 

educational pathway. 

Some of the Year 11 Academic Achievement award 

recipients are pictured here. 

Ben Wallis – Year 11 Coordinator 



 

 

VET NEWS 

STATE TRAINING AWARDS – “INNOVATION IN VET” AWARD 

Urrbrae Agricultural High School has recently receive a prestigious Award for its Flexible Apprenticeship Program which is now in the 

second year of its operation. 

In past years many students would receive an offer of an apprenticeship or traineeship which required them to leave school and 

commence full-time employment, without completing the SACE.  

The Flexible Apprenticeship Program at Urrbrae AHS allows students to accept the offer of an apprenticeship or traineeship but still 

achieve the SACE at the same time as other members of Year 12. These part-time apprentices are able to graduate with their peers, 

attend the Formal and participate in other “rites of passage’ with their peer group. The Program is an excellent example of “Customised 

SACE” arrangements that allow students to continue on to complete the SACE while, at the same time, completing a significant amount of 

the first year of their apprenticeship or traineeship. Student’s in the group are supported and mentored by a staff member at Urrbrae AHS 

and the transition from school to work is made easier for them. In this way the Program was considered to be Innovative and recognised as 

such through the Award (see picture above). 

CAREERS IN AGRICULTURE EVENT 2021 

Following on from the very successful Careers in Agriculture event staged for the first time at Urrbrae AHS in 2019 we are again inviting 

students and parents from Urrbrae and other schools across the State to attend this function in the STEM Centre next Tuesday, 21st 

September from 2.00pm until 7.00pm. We are very pleased to be able to offer students the opportunity to access  representatives from 22 

different industry, employer and educational/training organisations who will help them discover the many exciting and well-remunerated 

career pathways in Agriculture, Horticulture and associated industries. We hope that the school community will get behind the event and 

show their support through their attendance.                         Peter Oswald, Student Pathways Coordinator 



 

 

ARTS NEWS 

DIGITAL WETLAND, YEAR 8 ART G 

The year 8 Art class visited the Wetland to look at how to draw what you see - ‘Observational Drawing’. 

The students were instructed to look at the Foreground, Middle-ground and Background of the chosen scene in front of them. 

Reflections and shadows were another criteria that they needed to focus on in order to achieve an interesting composition. 

Once completed, the class inked their work in black & white and scanned it into Creative Cloud Photoshop where they manipulated their 
work to be coloured in the program. They used the options of Bucket Fill and Gradient Fill and the brush tools to achieve these impressive 
outcomes.   The students said that they have learnt a lot and really enjoyed this task.               Kate Blue, Arts Teacher 



 

 

AGRICULTURE NEWS 

Hay crops are looking fantastic: 

The school hay crops have flourished with the continued higher than average rainfall received to date. The Moby Barley and Mona Rye 

hay mix will be ready for cutting around Week 10 of this term and if the weather treats us well the Year 11 Crop Science students will be 

baling this at the beginning of Term 4. It is anticipated that 400 - 500 bales will be produced with a value of $12 per bale (or approximately 

$5,000). The hay will provide excellent supplementary feed for our livestock over the summer months at minimal cost. 

Royal Adelaide Show– Many Urrbrae entries are still competing this year: 

Even though the Royal Adelaide Show has been cancelled for 2021, there are still some of our record 119 entries being judged or involved 
in restricted competitions over the later part of Term 3, including the following (with some outstanding results achieved so far): 
 

Urrbrae wins in the RA&HS Country Wool Competition 
Urrbrae entered two Merino fleeces in the 2021 Royal Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society Wool Competition achieving the best results since our 
involvement in this aspect of the Royal Show. 
 Urrbrae Fleece 1: Champion Wether Fleece (open to all woolgrowers in SA) 
 Urrbrae Fleece 2: Second Place School Wool Competition (Zone 3) 
Well done to all the Sheep Club students, Agricultural Teachers and Farm Staff 
who cared for the Merinos to produce such top quality fleeces! 
Thank you to the hard working Year 10 and 11 Sheep Management students who 
volunteered to assist as Wool Stewards in the lead up to this competition. The 
students were involved in all aspects of the sorting and judging of the hundreds of fleeces entered in the Royal Show this year. The 
feedback received from the producers and judges who mentored the students was outstanding!  
 

Urrbrae shines at the South Australian School Merino Wether Competition 2021  

The SA School Merino Wether Competition was held on Tuesday and Wednesday this week. The competition is an integral part of the 
Royal Show week and is a key event in encouraging young people to become familiar with, and possibly pursue a career within the sheep 
Industry. It also provides opportunities for students to have contact with many aspects of the Merino sheep industry from stud and 
commercial breeders, stock agents, wool buyers through to processors. It aims to practically educate and engage students on the 
commercial production of Merino sheep by giving them a memorable ‘hands on’ experience covering a broad scope of sheep and wool 
production skills. This year’s competition saw a record number of entrants from all over SA with 210 merinos (70 Teams of 3 wethers) and 
over 210 students from around 55 schools. 

 

The Urrbrae Teams were represented by the following students; 
Team 1: Mykeala Pumpa (Year 12) and Year 11’s Annie Smith, Rory Rowett 
and Summer James 
Team 2: Charlotte Poker, Sara Louise-Graefling and Natalie Harris (Year 12’s) 

All students represented our school to the highest calibre and were noted for 

their expertise and willingness to assist other school teams and the overall 

event activities such as the wool handling. 

Our results were impressive particularly considering the number of entrants: 

1st Place Best Handler Charlotte Poker   (top place out of the 210 students showing) 

6th Place Most Valuable Fleeces  Team 2 

8th Place  Best Weight Gain    Team 1 

8th Place  Most Valuable Team  Team 1 

Well done to all our students who attended the competition and those who helped prepare the teams over the last 5 
months at Urrbrae. Congratulations to Charlotte Poker who excelled in the Handler Competition! 



 

 

AGRICULTURE NEWS 

Thanks to the breeders L.G. Slape (‘Orana’, Sherlock District) and Old Scholar Richard Harkness (Superior Wool Merinos, Tintinara 
District) for the supply of top quality wethers for the competition. 
 

Other entries that are currently being judged are:: 
National Wine Show (School Wine Classes) 
Led Goat Competition 
Led Steer Competition Carcass Evaluation 

 

It has been very important for our students, staff and the wider Urrbrae community that we have been active in participating in any of the 
areas of the Royal Show that continue to proceed regardless of the fact that the actual show days are not going ahead in 2021. 
The “Urrbrae ON Show’ options for Term 4 are being planned and consideration is being given to COVID restrictions and what can be 
safely and appropriately run on-site. More information will be available on this early next term. 
 

AgExtra State Crop Competition Crop Trial site visit 
As part of the Semester 1 Year 11 Crop Science course students had the option to enter in the 2021 AgExtra Crop Competition with two 
teams nominating to represent Urrbrae. AgExtra is a highly regarded plant research company and as part of their charter have organised a 
state-wide crop trial competition for school and University students involved in agricultural and agronomy programs. The competition teams 
from schools across SA and the University of Adelaide attended a site visit of the crop trial site near Roseworthy last Monday (Week 7) to 
view the trials and hear from some leading agronomists about advances in crop research.  
 

Student teams determine the sowing and fertiliser rates and the variety of wheat sown. The trials will be harvested later in the year with the 
winning team being announced in Term 1 next year. The factors judged relate to the best overall yield with the least inputs/costs. The 
Urrbrae crops looked very healthy and productive. Good luck to both Urrbrae teams with the harvest results! 
Whilst in the Roseworthy district we took the opportunity to tour  Australia’s largest plant breeding company facility, Australian Grain 
Technologies (AGT). Students were impressed by the scale of this operation and the procedures used to produce the most successful 
wheat and barley varieties grown across the nation. Thanks to AGT for providing this unique opportunity for our students. 

 
Suffolk Stud 2021 lambing season finishes with impressive results 

The 2021 lambing has concluded with over 145% lambs to this point. The 12 ewes involved in the 

Artificial Insemination Program have produced 18 healthy and genetically superior lambs which will 

contribute significantly to the overall progeny of the Urrbrae Suffolk Stud flock. Students have been 

involved in all aspects of lamb management operations, including vaccinations and tailing and tagging 

of this year’s lambs.  

 

Urrbrae to be promoted at the 2021 Yorke Peninsula Field Days 28th to 30th September 

The Yorke Peninsula Field Days event will be held during the first week of the Term 3 holidays and is one of the largest and most 

significant promotional opportunities for Urrbrae. We have organised a new site location (site 30 in the Grant Pavilion) that is prominent and 

accessible for interested members of the public including prospective families and our many Old Scholars who attend the field days. If you 

are visiting the field days please make sure you catch up with us!  

 

Vince Fleming, Assistant Principal - Agriculture 



 

 

SCIENCE SHOW 

Another part of our science week celebrations with local primary schools was the laboratory experience. Two of our Year 8 classes were 
trained in both science and public relations to work with visiting students on two science experiments that they wouldn’t be able to 
experience at their primary schools. We ran different sessions with different visiting students, ranging from Year 3 students to Year 6 
students. The first experiment involved firing marble projectiles at different angles to calculate the optimum angle for the best distance. The 
second experiment involved growing tiny crystals under a microscope, enabling students to be able to identify an unknown solution by the 
distinctive crystal shape. Both of these experiments were well received by the visiting students. Our host students were brilliant in their 
shepherding of their little groups of primary school students through each task, demonstrating patience, kindness and enthusiasm, as well 
as showing off their understanding of science.  

Each day of the science week primary school experiences also included Mr. Reed’s Amazing Science Show with all the visiting students 
coming together to watch a range of “big” science demonstrations. Very popular was the inertia rip in which a tablecloth is pulled out from 
under plates and glasses, and the smoke ring cannon which fires smoke rings over the heads of the crowd. As always, we finished with the 
death-defying bed of nails, in which Mr. Reed is sandwiched between two beds of nails and bricks are smashed on top. I sometimes think 
the students would rather that this one went wrong, for a more spectacular ending.  

Once again the Urrbrae Science Week Primary School experience was a huge success with ours being the only school run event in the 
country. I would like to take the opportunity to that Ms. Greenslade for being the overall coordinator, and to Ms. Bishop, Mr. Curyer and Mr. 
Collis for their assistance with the organisation and running of the two day event.         Ian Reed, Science Coordinator 

ENVIRONMENTAL  FOCUS  GROUP & WETLANDS  SCIENCE WEEK  NEWS 

The Wetlands was buzzing for the National Science Week this year which is also a Kids Teaching Kids event. We had 35 Environmental 

Focus Group students running 7 different workshops about Wetland Wildlife, Native Plants, Waste, Water Quality and netting for macro-

invertebrates.  

The students planned and organised their workshops including working out how to teach to the different year levels that visited. They then 

did an amazing job at engaging and inspiring 150 Receptions/Year 1s from Highgate, 80 Year 2s from St Martins de Porres, 13 Home 

school students, 26 yr 1s from Christ the King Primary and then on the Saturday 150 of mainly families from the general public. A special 

thank you to our EFG leaders: Christian West for bringing in and setting up a mini zoo worth of animals and Jordan Norman for 

orchestrating 2 groups of students to run 2 workshops of maco-invertebrates at the same time. Well done to all of our wonderful students 

for being so inspiring to the younger students – it is always lovely to hear the positive comments from the visiting adults about our students 

mentoring capabilities.  

A very big thank you also to all of the staff of Urrbrae who gave up their valuable time particularly on the weekend and helped make our 

Wetland Science Week 'Kids Teaching Kids' event possible. 

Vanessa Greenslade, Wetlands Manager 



 

 

PLANT  CLUB  NEWS 

Urrbrae students have taken time out of their busy schedules to help 
revegetate habitat for bandicoots! Students from Plant Club and 
Conservation Land Management headed up to Wooly Butt Road to help 
the Sturt Upper Reaches Landcare Group plant trees and shrubs that will 
become part of a bandicoot corridor.  
 

This new corridor will connect the Belair and Mark Oliphant National 
Parks. Year 10 Horticulture students are headed up to plant more natives 
on Friday the 3rd of September. 
 

The vegetation corridor for these endangered bandicoots has been many 
years in the making, with private land re-vegetation being the last piece of 
the puzzle. It is important to make this connection between isolated 
populations of bandicoots to increase the genetic diversity in those 
animals. Unfortunately, they have been suffering from interbreeding due 
to the amount of land cleared for farming, creating isolated pockets where 

habitat is suitable.  
 

This results in declining health and a reduced ability to respond to 
environmental changes. Without vegetation corridors, bandicoots are 
reluctant to venture too far into open spaces due to predation risk from 
cats and foxes.  
 

Many properties along the Sturt River have small populations of 
bandicoots, and with the extra 500+ trees Urrbrae students have planted, 
there are high hopes for these animals’ futures.  

A huge thank you to all who have assisted in preserving this endangered 
species!  

                   John Marriott, Agriculture Teacher 

SCIENCE  SHOW 



 

 

RST — VET COURSE INFORMATION AND FEEDBACK 

Today I had the privilege of visiting a Certificate III Rural Operations Animal Care and Husbandry VET 

class in the STEM centre at Urrbrae. This program is run by RST (Regional Skills Training RTO Code 

140107) at our Urrbrae facility.  

As I entered, I was greeted by the sound of chirping chicks, quacking ducks and squawking birds! The ses-

sion was about all things feathery! Students were handling various birds and researching the various char-

acteristics of the species.  

Teresa Robinson, the RST Program Manager/Trainer explained that this year Urrbrae has hosted over 40 

students from different schools to achieve their Certificate III, along with SACE Credit points. She said that 

the difference between the RST course and others, is that RST take students on field trips, such as a camp 

at Monarto Zoo, and that they bring animals into the sessions for students to work with. This makes the 

sessions hands-on and provides practical, applied learning for the students. Another benefit is that this 

course sets up students with practical skills and under pinning knowledge for a variety of career pathways 

such as: Vet Nursing, Zoo Keeper, Livestock Industry workers, Wildlife Care & Rescue, and Dog Handling 

& Grooming. 
 

One of the students, Kaylinn Rootman, said that as a result of her participation in this course and the work placement, she has gained part 

time work at Adelaide Veterinary Surgical Services. She now assists with general VET nursing duties. Kaylinn explained that she has en-

joyed the hands-on experience of this certificate and that she has been able to put the theory into practice. “I’ve got to apply what I’ve 

learnt during this VET course at work!” she said.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is what some of the other students said that they have liked about Animal Care and Husbandry: 

‘I liked going to Monarto Zoo and making new friends!’ 

‘I enjoyed going to dog obedience and first aid workshops.’ 

‘My favourite part was being able to bring in my dog for enrichment, training, first aid and grooming. ‘ 

‘Being able to go to farms and work closely with animals.’ 

‘This course has given me practical opportunities and has developed new interests.’ 

‘I have experienced various animals such as livestock, domestic and exotic.’ 

‘I have enjoyed the knowledge all the trainers have as well as their ability to teach us so many valuable things.’ 

‘This course suited what I want to do in the future.’                   Kellie Michaels, ISCA VET Administration Manager  

Adhethee Sanntosh from 

Brighton Secondary School 

with Phoebe Jones from RST.  

Teresa  Robinson, 

RST Manager, duck whisperer  

Chloe Blades from 

Brighton Secondary 

School shouldering the 

weight of a cockatiel!  

Teresa Robinson gives Tia 

Taylor from Blackwood High 

School a hand with catching 

a beautiful little lovebird par-

rot. 



 

 

In week 7 the year 12 Outdoor Education students completed their final camp for the course. This was a 3 day 

bushwalk along the Wild Coast Way on the Heysen Trail. Students had to plan all parts of the camp as a part of 

their studies to demonstrate all the knowledge and skills they have gained from 3 years of Outdoor Education. 

They completed the walk on their own and the teachers checked in regularly to make sure everything was going 

OK. The weather was great with clear skies for most of the week and only a drizzle of rain on the last day. One day 

was very hot and windy and the students managed this well heading out early to beat the heat. All students had a 

great time and enjoyed their last school camp.    Neil Muggleton, Health & Physical Education Coordinator 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION -YYEAR 12 SELF RELIANT EXPEDITION 



 

 

Tuesday 21st September  2021 Agricultural Careers Expo 

Friday 24th September  End of Term 3 

Monday 11th October Start of Term 4 

Tuesday 19th October  Casual Day 

Friday 22nd October Year 12 Farewell Assembly 

Monday 1st November - 2 week Year 12 Exams start 

Tuesday 2nd November Year 8 Immunisation 

Tuesday 2nd November School Council 

Saturday 6th November Barn Market 

Tuesday 23rd November to 25th 

November 

Year 11 Exams 

Wednesday 24th November Presentation Night  

Friday 26th November  Year 11 to 12  Transition Day 

Wednesday 1st December  Year 8 & 9 Awards 

Friday 3rd December  Year 9 Graduation Assembly 

Saturday 4th December Barn Market 

Monday 6th December to Friday 

10th December 

Activities Week 

Friday 10th December  Last day of Term 4 

DIARY DATES AND COMMUNITY NEWS 


