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Principal’s Report

W

elcome to Term 2 and a start to our Wintery
weather. It appears that Covid has not
magically disappeared, and we have had a
steady stream of both staff and students coming down
with the dreaded “spicy cough”. For this reason we
decided to hold our Parent/Teacher interviews online,
keeping everyone as safe as possible. Staff and families
appear very pleased with this format, and a survey will
go out to soon to seek wider feedback. Once again we
have such a high parent engagement at Urrbrae that
some teachers were oversubscribed and had to follow up
at a later date. As I have said before, this is a wonderful
problem to have – too many interested parents can hardly
be seen as a negative. We have already had some ideas to
make the process even smoother for 2023, and we look
forward to capitalising on the feedback we receive.
One of the highlights of Year 12 took place at the
Intercontinental Hotel on Friday May 20th – the Urrbrae
Agricultural High School Formal. Our students were
wonderful ambassadors for Urrbrae and it was fantastic
to see them dressed to impress for this auspicious
occasion. You can get a taste of what the evening looked
like further on in this newsletter, with some fabulous
photos from the night. Many thanks to the Formal
Committee and Mrs Michelle Rowe (the Senior School

Coordinator), who spent hours ensuring that attention was
paid to every last detail.
NAPLAN went ahead as scheduled this term, and it
became an interesting exercise as various staff and
students succumbed to Covid and were unable to
participate. Nevertheless, we have completed the testing
at Year 7 & 9 for 2022 and will be able to gain a snapshot
of how we can best support our students into the future.
Whilst the data is interesting, it is only one measure of
student progress and we never lose sight of this.
Our pupil-free day on the first day of term was an exciting
opportunity to launch a nationally recognised Agricultural
Careers initiative. Late in 2021 we were informed that
our application had been successful, and that we had
received Federal funding from the Australian Government
and the National Careers Institute to establish the
Ag Careers Hub. The Hub is a partnership between
AgCommunicators, Urrbrae Agricultural High School,
the University of Adelaide, and the Agricultural Teachers
Association of South Australia. Over the next two years we
will be working in South Australian schools to showcase
agricultural career innovation and opportunities. Our
pupil-free day was the beginning of an exciting journey,
with every single Urrbrae staff member part of the team.
Joslyn Fox, Principal
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Achievement Awards
for Urrbrae Students

A

s part of our new Ag Careers
Hub, AgCommunicators Director, Belinda Cay,
spoke to our Year 11 students around tips and
techniques in applying for jobs, including the importance
of networking.
Congratulations to Year 9 student Caitlin Lush who
has been nominated for a Youth Recognition Award
by the Onkaparinga Council. These awards recognise
and celebrate young people for their outstanding
achievements and contributions to the community.
Well done Caitlin.
Congratulations to all these Year 12 students who were
recognised for Academic Excellence in Term 1.
Year 9 Urrbrae student, Amelie Woodyatt, served at the
opening of the SA Parliament with her cadet unit 47ACU
(based at the Keswick barracks). After serving as ushers
in Parliament and meeting the Honourable Premier,
Peter Malinauskas, they attended the Governor’s House
for a lunch with Her Excellency the Honourable Frances
Adamson AC, and other guests.
We are so proud of the many community based extracurricular activities that our students are involved in.

Serving the Community: Urrbrae students
celebrated for their many and varied
achievements in the community.
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Middle
School News

D

uring our CAB lesson on
Monday of Week 2, we were
able to celebrate and recognise
some of the school successes of
our Years 7, 8 and 9 in an outdoor
assembly. As a Middle School team,
we are proud of the way our Year 7
and 8 students have settled in to high
school life at Urrbrae and recognise
that all of our students in years 7-9
experienced a very different term
with the disruptions to their routines
and learning during the pandemic. A
huge congratulations to all our staff
and students who have shown great
resilience and flexibility in ensuring
students could make the most of
being at Urrbrae and continue their
learning journey!

Values Awards – Responsibility
Home group teachers nominated one student per class who had
consistently modelled the School Value of “Responsibility” in Term 1.
Congratulations to the recipients below:
HG Year 7

HG Year 8

HG Year 9

7F1

Ruby Fisher

8G1

Hunter Fergusson

9E1

Katie Rodger

7F2

Max Peruzzi

8G2

Alexandra Rouse

9E3

Ben Haese

7F3

Harriet O’Neill-Ferrie

8G4

Ester James

9E5

Zac Carman

7F4

Lucy Rodger

8G6

Harry Brokus

9K3

Star Hampton

7F5

Scott Schulz

8L1

Lilli Sampson

9K4

Rhys Woodcock

7F6

Indi Laver

8L2

Alexia Miller

9K5

Erin Sales

7F7

Lottie Oaten-Hepworth

8L3

Amelie WHITNEY

9K6

Lucy Taylor-Wright

7F8

Felicity Nye

8L4

Ewan Coghlan

9M0

Erin Young

During our assembly, awards were presented to our students who achieved
an amazing six out of seven A’s in their Term 1 report – what an incredible
achievement!

Academic Excellence
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Jamal Khalaf
Felicity Nye
Evie Paltridge
Scott Schulz
Eliza Spiers

Sakura Collins
Ben Holds
Lola Knight
Chaz Pacella
Alexandra Rouse
Alexis Simm
Larson Weygandt

Ottilie Attwood
Michael Badman
Abby Butler
Agnes Considine
Hanna Faulkner
Shilah Francis-Sonsiri
Sol Gunson
Starr Hampton
Maya Johnswood
Celeste Lam

Elliot Reader
Erin Sales
Edie Sartore
Ben Van Raalte
Grace Warwick
Nick Wildenauer
Evelyn Wilson
Erin Young
Adelaide
Monkhouse
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Senior School News

W

ow, it is hard to believe, but our Year 12
students are now over halfway through
their final year of secondary schooling.
From here on, some students will feel the mounting
pressure of meeting deadlines and completing work
to a high standard. It is vital that students attend
every lesson, to ensure that they are gaining the
optimum, the absolute most, they can get from their
learning. Please encourage your child to communicate
with their teachers, particularly if they are unsure
about anything that they are working on. Our Year 12
teachers are your child’s greatest resource, but they
can only help students if they know that the student
needs help.
In the coming months our CAB Program will focus
on study skills, post school pathways, applying to
university and TAFE, and applying for scholarships
and where to find this information. We are having
visits from university representatives along with an
organisation called Elevate, that will spend a session
working on study skills. This session was originally
going to occur at the beginning of the year however
due to Covid it had to be postponed until this term.
Students will have the opportunity to have one on

one meetings with the university reps and we will be
hosting a Parent Evening in August, to help parents
understand and assist students with applying for uni
along with hearing about what South Australia’s three
main universities have to offer.
On May 20th our Year 12s gathered for a wonderful
evening of glitz and glamour for our Year 12 Formal
at the Hotel InterContinental on North Terrace. The
evening saw the students dressed in their finest (and
they do scrub up well) to celebrate this final year of
school with fine dining and dancing along with some
fun awards. I hope you enjoy the collage of beautiful
photos in this newsletter.
On June 10th, 48 of our Year 11 and 12 students
spent a day participating in the Flinders University
Assessment Centre at Urrbrae in an attempt to gain
an early offer for university study in 2024 (or 2023
for Year 12s). This is a program aimed primarily at
Year 11 students with the purpose of alleviating some
of the pressure of Year 12. If students are successful,
they are guaranteed a place at Flinders on the
condition of completing SACE, regardless of the ATAR
they receive. Urrbrae has been a part of this program
since 2020 and we have seen over 50 students gain
early acceptance to Flinders University.
Year 11 students in some Science and Maths subjects
will be sitting exams in Week 8 of this term and the
timetable has been sent to students and emailed
to parents. Year 12 students who are studying
examinable subjects will be completing
mid-year exams in Week 1 of Term
3. The Year 12 Mid-Year Exam
timetable will be posted to the
students and emailed to parents
in the coming weeks before the
end of Term 2.
There are exciting times ahead as
the school year passes the halfway mark for
Year 12. I look forward to working with the
students to make their applications or just
find the right pathway for them
Michelle Rowe
Senior School/SACE Coordinator
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Environmental
Focus Group
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Golden Pea
Bee Workshop
Wednesday
25th May

N

Urrbrae Out and About:
Arbury Park Outdoor School Day Camp
7th - 8th April

T

he yearly 3-day Yr 8 camp
to Calperum for term 1
was cancelled due to Covid
regulations but Arbury Park
Outdoor School, came to the
rescue and offered us two days
at their site. Twenty four year 8s
and 9s plus a few senior students
were transported up to APOS each
day and rotated through outdoor
activities including orienteering,
freshwater life, plant propagation,
bushcare and conservation, nest

box building and mission survival.
This was a wonderful opportunity
for the students to build on
friendships but also to learn about
the local ecology, conservation
and some team building skills.
Thank you to Louise Petherick for
inviting us there and designing
a fabulous program, and for the
wonderful APOS staff for running
the sessions and cooking the
excellent morning tea and lunches!

ative bee expert Dr Katja
Hogendoorn from the
University of Adelaide
presented a very interesting
workshop on native bees and how
they are a very important part of a
healthy ecosystem. Her focus was
on the Golden Pea Bee and the
project where she has recently won
a Green Adelaide grant to ensure
the survival of this beautiful bee
down on the Adelaide landscape.
The Golden Pea Bee has a particular
diet of certain legume or pea plants
and Katja, as part of the grant, has
given us a box of young plants and
seeds to plant around the school
to improve the habitat for this
bee down on the Adelaide Plains.
The workshop was well attended
by members of the EFG and plant
clubs as well as those students
studying the Ag Bee course. These
students will be busy in the next
few weeks planting the new plants
and propagating the seeds. Such a
worthwhile project for our students
to be involved with.

The
Golden
Pea Bee
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Wetlands
It was perfect Autumn weather for
the Friends Open Day on Sunday
22nd May. The Friends of the
Urrbrae Wetland are an amazing
group of volunteers who work
tirelessly once a week to ensure

the Urrbrae Wetland ecosystem
functions as a Grey Box grassy
woodland, providing habitat for
many local native animals. We had
just over 170 visitors including many
children. It was also great to have

the Nature Education Centre set up
in the Wetland Learning Centre with
a number of animals that might be
found at a wetlands including frogs,
lizards and a Children’s Python
called Izzy!

Agriculture Matters

Vincent Fleming
Assistant Principal
- Agriculture

The agriculture staff and students have hit the ground running this term with numerous projects
continuing and many new activities commencing. The following highlights a range of these: initiatives

Aquaculture Pond
Renovation Project
Underway

Feeling Pumped: Adding water plants to the newly renovated acquaculture pond.

The Year 10 Aquaculture class have been working
tirelessly renovating one of the external ponds
adjacent to the Aquaculture facility. The pond was
established over 20 years ago and was originally
designed to support the high water use waste
system of the piggery. The piggery has recently
adopted a new straw-based waste management
system which has created the opportunity for the
pond to be integrated into the Aquaculture area.
The students are very excited to use the pond to
grow out large numbers of the Urrbrae bred Purple
Spotted Gudgeons which will eventually be released
into the waterways in the wider community.
Students have also been breeding numerous aquatic
plants that will improve water quality and habitat.
The pond renovation has required an enormous
effort and has taken all of Term 1 to empty a onemetre deep thick sludge at the bottom that was

unable to be pumped. An extension of this impressive
project will see the re-vegetation of the pond area
with native plants propagated by the class. The plants
chosen are native bee attracting which will further
support our sustainability practices. Well done to all
the Aquaculture students involved and thanks to our
Aquaculture teacher, John Marriott for his commitment
to the aquaculture enterprise.
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Inflorescence Abundance: Excited students from 7F7, proudly exhibit their produce in Week 1.

Veggie Harvest in a Bumper Crop

H

arvest of the Year 7
vegetable gardens is in
full swing. With timely
planting in February and March, a
mild growing season and regular
irrigation, the gardens have grown
wonderfully! In Week 1 of the term,
with determination and ‘a brisk
walking pace’, students hurriedly
made their way to their vegetable
gardens to discover how much their
veggies had grown during the school
holiday break. There were very
excited students with big smiles, as
they experienced the joy of harvest
– the fruits of their labour – having
planned, planted, weeded and
tended their gardens.

It is so encouraging to witness the
level of interest and learning that
takes place through these hands-on
experiences, as the students learn
how their own food is produced.
Some very large broccoli,
cauliflower and zucchinis have
been harvested so far, with some
(possibly even more) appreciative
parents and caregivers happier
than the vegetable growers
themselves.
As part of their assessment,
students are encouraged to take
their produce home, search for
recipes and prepare a meal with
the produce.

Brilliant Brassica: Homegroup 7F5 display their leafy harvest.

From all reports, there have been
some terrific meals prepared
already. The productive Urrbrae soil
seldom fails and we are so fortunate
to have this farmland available as a
school in the city. What a wonderful
vision Peter Waite had back in 1913.
Many thanks to Kym Naulty and the
farm staff for their tireless efforts of
seedling propagation, irrigation and
oversight of the gardens so far. Your
support is greatly appreciated and
really helps to make teaching and
learning this unit fun.

Harvest Homework: What’s for dinner?
Preparing a meal from an abundance of veggies.

URRBRAE AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL
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Soil Sampling: Soil testing in the Urrbrae Wetlands.

2022: A Thirst
For Firsts at
Urrbrae

Inquisitive Sods: Students (from homegroup 7F4) soil testing in the Urrbrae Wetlands in Week 3, as part of
the Environment/ Conservation and Wetlands topic.

here are many ‘firsts’ for
Urrbrae in 2022, including
adopting and implementing
the Year 7 curriculum. The Year 7
Agriculture curriculum has been
written to provide students with
an overview of Agriculture at
Urrbrae. Topics include Introduction
to Agriculture and Urrbrae,
Vegetable Gardens, Native Animals,
Environment, Conservation and
Wetlands, Layer Poultry, Work
Health and Safety, Lego Technics
and Introduction to Farm Animals.
The wide range of topics cater for all
interest levels and allow students to
connect their learning with industry
practice.

Save the ongoing vegetable gardens
topic during the first semester, the
remainder of the Year 7 Agriculture
curriculum is delivered on a
rotational basis, to ensure each class
has adequate resources for the unit.
This inevitably means that some
classes will be the first to experience
curriculum topics and therefore
will share their enthusiasm with
other classes who are waiting
in line for their opportunity in
the rotation. Currently all Year 7
Agriculture curriculum topics are
being delivered across the eight
Year 7 Agriculture classes. For their
practical lesson in Week 3 of this

T

Plant Science is Growing Interest

Y

ear 9 students in Ms Kym
Warren’s Agriculture class
have been designing and
preparing very interesting crop trials
this term. Students are investigating
the effects of varying rates of fertiliser
application on wheat as part of Year
9 Agriculture. The wheat plants are
measured routinely for growth rates
and eventually will be cut and dried to
determine dry matter content which
indicates overall plant yield for each
fertiliser application rate.

The wide range of topics ... allow
students to connect their learning
with industry practice.
term, and as part of the Environment,
Conservation and Wetlands topic,
students from 7F4 set up a series of
transects in the Urrbrae Wetlands
and collected soil samples. They
tested soil for pH, free lime and
soil texture forming the hands-on
soil ribbon test. An understanding
of soil parameters is foundational
for agriculture to determine the
productive potential of land.
Charlton Jeisman
– Year 7 Agriculture Teacher
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Ready, Set, Go:
Ms Menadue’s
Year 8 class at the
start of the Cows
Create Careers
journey.

Cows Create Careers

T

his term, a number of year 8 Agriculture
classes are taking part in the Cows Create
Careers project.

Thanks to the South Australian Dairyfarmers’
Association (SADA Fresh), secondary students
throughout the region have welcomed a number
of calves into their schools. Throughout the unit,
students will get to learn about dairy industry careers,
while also taking part in rearing and caring for their
class’s calves.
As part of the curriculum, students will complete a
number of assessment tasks, from which a number will
be selected to represent Urrbrae Agricultural High
School in the regional and national competition.
Week two of the term was particularly busy for
students as it saw the arrival of six calves. We also had
a visit from the Dairy Industry advocate, Mr Aston
Barr, from Barenbrug Australia.
Mr Barr shared his personal knowledge, experience
and pathways into the industry. The Cows Create
Careers project is providing students with a unique,
hands-on experience and we look forward to seeing
the products that students produce to showcase what
they have learnt.

Special Arrivals:
Two of the six calves
that have arrived at
Urrbrae for the Cows
Create Careers project.

Hay! Hay! The Calves are Here: Students preparing for the arrival of the calves.
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Cows
Create
Careers Competition
Commences

C

Urrbrae engaged in this excellent
program for the first time this year
with two Year 9 classes participating
in the competition.

and feeding and weighing. An

industry. Each participating

High school students build both
technical and transferable skills
through raising a calf, undertaking
research and projects aligned to the
curriculum whilst being introduced
to industry advocates who explain
the variety of career opportunities
in the dairy industry.

Thanks to the South Australia Dairy
Association (SADA Fresh), our
students have welcomed some new
furry friends to the Urrbrae Farm.
Through the Cows Create Careers
project, over 100 of our Year 8
students will learn about dairy
industry careers in a very hands-on
way. Over the next three weeks they
will rear and care for two threeweek-old calves.

Each year, around 15,000 high
school students participate in the
national Cows Create Careers
program along with teachers,
parents, dairy farmers and industry
representatives.

As part of this exciting project a local
dairy farmer will provide industry
information to teach the students
current management strategies in
rearing calves and demonstrate
skills such as animal husbandry

participating Year 8 classes are

ows Create Careers is a
national program which
inspires young people to
learn about dairy career pathways
through hands-on experience and
engagement with the Australian
dairy industry.

Steering the way…

T

he Led Steer program is one of the most popular activities
for our students. Three steers have recently arrived on the
Urrbrae Farm and they have been provided by supportive
beef cattle producers in the South East region of SA.
Over the coming months the Steer Club students will
be working on leading and show preparation tasks in
readiness for the 2022 Royal Adelaide Show.
Thanks to our Agriculture Coordinator and Cattle
Enterprise Teacher, Damien Brookes, for sourcing such
quality livestock and coordinating the Led Steer program.

Industry Advocate will also visit
Urrbrae to present information
about their careers in the dairy
school has been provided with
a dairy industry curriculum for
Years 7-11 and students will form
teams to complete industry-based
assessments.
We would like to personally thank
Rick Gladigau for his donation
of six calves to Urrbrae for the
Cows Create Careers project. Our
very enthusiastic and very much
looking forward to all aspects of this
innovative program.
Ashlee McEvoy – Agriculture Teacher
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Year 11 Student
Shayla Lepse
Wins Central
District Show
Award…

T

he Central District Show Association
(C.D.S.A) recently invited Year 11 student,
Shayla Lepse, to attend the 2022 Awards
Dinner hosted by Mount Pleasant Show on
Saturday 14th of May.
Shayla was presented the prestigious Junior
Stock Handling Award in recognition of her high
order skills in Sheep Handling at the 2022 Mount
Pleasant Show.
Shayla has also been encouraged by the CDSA to
compete in the 2023 Young Rural Ambassador
program which brings together passionate and
diverse rural young people, to develop their
leadership skills, grow knowledge and establish
a representative voice for all rural young people.
The program runs annually, within each state and
territory of Australia.
Congratulations Shayla in these achievements
and for representing Urrbrae so well!

Sheer Delight: Shayla Lepse receiving Junior Handlers Award at CDSA
Annual Dinner 2022.
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Cropping Program
Underway...

T

he cropping program for 2022 has commenced with
our Year 11 Crop Science students preparing three of
our paddocks ready for seeding during Week 5 and
6 of this term. We have received less than average rainfall
so far this season, however, the amount has been adequate
to commence the soil preparation procedures. To continue
with our successful hay production in 2021 we will sow a mix
of Moby Barley and Mona Rye, which has proven to be an
excellent seed combination for hay crops in higher rainfall
areas. The hay produced will provide feed for our livestock
over the Summer and Autumn months ahead, therefore
reducing the amount of feed bought from suppliers.
We will also prepare two paddocks for pasture improvement
which will be sown with a clover and cereal seed mix in a few
weeks. In the medium term (August/September) we plan
to sow a ‘permanent’ lucerne crop in two of our irrigated
paddocks, again for quality hay production. These paddocks
will provide lucerne hay over many years, saving in feed costs
and at the same time showing our students a strategic way to
provide fodder to livestock.
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Viticulture Field
Trip was a Real
Eye Opener!

T

he Year 11 Advanced
Winemaking students
recently took part in a field

trip to the famous Clare Valley.
This free event was supported by
the National Careers Partnership
Initiative, and included visits to two
Eco-Vineyards in the Clare Valley, to
see firsthand research in enhancing
the resilience and biodiversity of
vineyards through insectary plants.
Our students also heard from the
eco-growers about the tools they
use to produce sustainable and
healthy grapes, and learnt about
their best practice production.
Students explored the role of
science to grow sustainable grapes,
and the link between on farm
management and quality wine.
This field trip also explored plant
adaptations, science inquiry,
healthy plant production, water use
efficiency and ag technology.
The visits concluded with a career
panel session where students
learnt about the study and career
opportunities in SA’s viticulture
industry.

Year 11 Crop Science
Students Visit
Old Scholar’s Yorke
Peninsula Property...

T

his week the Year 11 Crop
Science class visited Old
Scholar Jamie Smith, and
his daughter Izzy, at their Maitland
cropping property.
Jamie is the President of the
Urrbrae Old Scholars Association.
His business, Peninsula Farming, is
an operation that crops an area of
approximately 4700 hectares
every year.
Students gained insights into
the business and technological
innovations that underpin this very
professional farming business.

Peninsula Farming is heavily
invested in precision technology,
which is key to the efficiency of this
cropping program.
Seeding was in full swing during our
visit, so students were able to see
the impressive technology in action.
Many thanks to Jamie and Izzy for
welcoming us to their property,
and for taking the time to show our
students the exciting opportunities
available when they choose a future
in agriculture.
Vincent Fleming
Assistant Principal - Agriculture
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Reconciliation Week
Celebrated on the Urrbrae Farm

URRBRAE AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL

T

he Urrbrae Farm Staff took part
in the Reconciliation Week events
at Urrbrae by utilising their expert
BBQ cooking skills. The Year 7 students
and staff very much appreciated
the lunch provided to recognise
Reconciliation Week.

Going the Distance: Year 7s in action on the oval.

L

ucy Menadue’s Year 7 Agriculture class were also involved in a Tennis
Ball Woomera Activity which is part of the Native Animals Unit in
Year 7 Agriculture. The students enjoyed practicing the techniques of
using a woomera during Reconciliation Week.

Olive Harvest
Producing a
Bumper Crop…

T

his year’s picking of olives is well
underway with approximately 2
tonnes harvested so far. Students

from various agricultural subjects have
joined in to pick and sort the olives.
Two main varieties are grown around the
Urrbrae property, Kalamata for eating
olives and Koroneiki for oil production.
Agricultural students have also been
directly involved in the preserving of the
Kalamata olives including the packaging
and labelling of 800 jars for 2022.
The olives for oil will be pressed near
McLaren Vale and the virgin olive oil will
arrive back at Urrbrae in bulk for bottling
by students.
This year we anticipate that 900 bottles
of top quality oil will be produced for sale
through the Barn Market and Canteen.
Vincent Fleming
Assistant Principal - Agriculture

URRBRAE AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL
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Arts News
Down in the Garden

Y

ear 9 students viewed the work of Kaurna/
Boandik/Ngarrindjeri artist Christina Gollan,
who is inspired by the birds and foliage of her
Adelaide backyard. Christina’s work was recently
shown at the Art Gallery of South Australia’s standout
exhibition, Tarnanthi.
Students were encouraged to spend time in their own
garden, listening to the sounds and sights in their
backyard, as well as the Urrbrae gardens, to create a
response in clay. The work was varied and ambitious, as
students challenged themselves to create a meaningful
artwork connected to their home and surrounds.
Kate Venning and Rosetta Mastrantone,
Arts Teachers

Fine Form: Students problem solving to create their vessel,
inspired by their backyard.
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URRBRAE

SALA EXHIBITION

ART 2022

OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

SAT 6
AT THE BARN AUGUST
STEM CENTRE - NEAR OLD BARN MARKET

9AM TO 12PM

A CELEBRATION OF STUDENT WORK

16

URRBRAE AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL

Science and Music Boom, Crash, Opera!

T

hroughout term 2, Mr Gunn’s year 8 music class
have been experimenting with the science behind
music. The cross-curricular project has seen students
creating gramophones and experimenting with the different
pitches created from water in glasses. Students have learnt
about frequency and how to protect their hearing, and have
explored how sound travels using cup and string phones.
The class have developed their critical thinking skills by
asking questions about how and why things work the way
they do, and exploring answers through practical activities.
Scott Gunn, Music Teacher

Year 7s are
Immersed in
Performing Arts

T

his semester the performing arts students have been
busy at work developing
short plays that centered around
the theme of water. The year 7s
have made particularly good use
of the new short throw projector
in the school hall. This projector
has allowed these students to
choose imagery and backdrops that
enhance their script and concepts.
Some groups chose to use cartoon
imagery while others went with
hi-definition shots of the underwater world.
The diversity in the ideas and
incorporation of water
into the plays was
incredible.
In “Kobra
Kai Kaos”
a fight breaks
out in a Starbucks
due to an
American and
Australian

pronunciation of water! “Blobfish
Holiday” saw Bob the Blobfish
try and plan a holiday but Dill the
Dugong was concerned about Bob’s
preparation and lack of water. In
“Cruise Ship Catastrophe” we can all
guess what went on here. Covid
wreaked havoc amongst a
cruise ship’s population.
“The Eco Warrios” went
on a holiday to the beach
and whilst they
were celebrating
had a moment
of clarity and
realised
that they
should
clean up
the beach
to “save the
turtles.”

Last but not least “Eshay Dream”
saw an Eshay stealing shoes and
selling them in a dark Rundle Mall
alleyway to purchase more fresh
water!
All in all it has been a great term
in the performing arts and drama
world and it was exciting to put the
new projector to use and develop
some hilarious and interesting
performances.
Vinnie Symes
Performing Arts
Teacher

Clear Your Calendar for the
Winter Music Cabaret Night!

T

he Arts Faculty is delighted to
announce the inaugural music event
for 2022, the Winter Music Cabaret
Night to be held on Wednesday 29th of
June (Week 9, Term 2) in the Urrbrae hall.
The Winter Music Cabaret Night will
showcase soloists, ensembles and class
bands and will be the first opportunity for
the Urrbrae community to gather onsite
this year.

BYO drinks and snacks for your table as
we will have cabaret style seating for this
midweek celebration. The ticket price is
$10 per person with funds raised going
towards music programs and performing
arts initiatives.
We are delighted to showcase the
incredible work of music students from our
classes and ensembles and we are looking
forward to seeing you all.

URRBRAE AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL

UAHS MUSIC STUDENTS
IN ASSOCIATION WITH SYMES & GUNN

PRESENT
THE

WINTER
MUSIC
CABARET
NIGHT

WEDNESDAY

29TH OF JUNE 2022
FROM 6PM - URRBRAE HALL
BOOKING REQUIRED - LIMITED TICKETS
Refer to our website ‘Payments’ section
and use Reference: Music Night

BYO FOOD & DRINKS & GOLD COINS
FUNDS

RAISED GO TOWARDS MUSIC PROGRAMS
& PERFORMING ARTS INITIATIVES

TICKETS $10

Vinnie Symes & Scott Gunn
Music Teachers

Music News - Friday Sessions in the Hall

I

n music this semester we have seen some amazing
developments and innovation. The new music rooms
have led to a huge increase in the variety and diversity of what we can accomplish during the classes. The
incorporation of new sound technology into the learning
and assessment plans has allowed students to broaden
their understanding of live sound and recording and will
result in some incredibly high quality productions in the
future. The year 10 class will be mixing the sound, doing
lighting and running the stage for our upcoming concert
in Week 9.

the class bands! It will also

The year 7/8 ensemble is beginning to really power ahead
and the Instrumental Music staff have been pivotal in
building the quality and ability in this group! The concert
in week 9 will be featuring all of our ensembles including:
The Goats (senior jazz ensemble) The Rams (country
band), The year 7 choir, Year 7/8 Concert Band and all of

staff and students a warm dry area to enjoy whilst the

feature some incredible
original music from
Rebecca Wall and Lara
Pargin!
As the cold weather has hit we
have begun the process of setting
up a performance space in the hall to
be used during lunchtimes as frequently as we can to
enhance the performance skills of the students (and give
rain pummels the ashphalt outside!). This term has been
better than the last, and things are only on the way up.
Vinnie Symes,
Music Teacher
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Mirror Mirror: (left to right) Lotti, Eve, Ellie, Hamish, Bradley, Keely and Amelie (above).

Year 10 Art:
Drawings and
prints inspired
by MC Escher

S

tudents studied the iconic artwork
“Hand with Reflecting Sphere,” by MC
Escher and used this as inspiration
to create their own selfie-style drawing,
using stainless steel bowls and reflective
baubles as their starting point.
Students also looked at MC Escher’s
impossible room series and created their
own work using principles of two point
perspective. Students digitised their
drawings and the work was laser cut into
ply in order to create prints in the style of
MC Escher. The process had many stages
and combined a variety of techniques,
both new and old.
Many thanks to Tim Magnusson,
Design Technology Coordinator,
who was instrumental in helping
students access the latest in laser cutting
technology, to create this exciting body
of work.
Rosetta Mastrantone,
Arts Coordinator
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Flexible
Industry
Pathways

A

s we start to settle into the routines of
the school year we are coming to the
time when students will start thinking
about their subject options for the coming
year. Many students in Years 10 and 11 will
be considering applying to study, in 2023, a
Vocational Education (VET) course linked to a
future career pathway as part of their Year 11
or 12 program. Urrbrae students have access to
a wide variety of courses at Certificate II or III
level. The Education Department has identified
26 Flexible Industry Pathways (FIPs) in which
VET courses are subsidised by government.
Popular FIP courses are in such areas as
Agriculture, Horticulture, Construction and
Automotive but there are many more choices
matching the diverse range of career pathways
being considered by students.
Application for these VET courses is made
using a new online system called VETRO
(VET Readiness & Orientation). As part of this
application process students will be asked to
enter their USI (Unique Student Identifier). If
they do not already have a USI, the process of
obtaining one is relatively easy and usually only
takes about five minutes to complete. Students
should go to www.usi.gov.au and follow the
prompts. The USI is sent almost immediately to
the student via their email address.
The other crucial thing that students need for
a successful VETRO application is evidence of
prior interest in that career pathway. Typically,
completed work experience is sufficient but
many students do not have the opportunity to
complete this before making their application. In
this case they need to look around to find other
forms of evidence that will serve the purpose. A
discussion with the VET Coordinator will often
help but, just in case, students in Year 10 and 11
would be well advised to start thinking about
this now. Evidence that can be used in place
of work experience can be found in subjects
studied at school and excursions or activities/
work completed in that career area.

Year 10 students studying PLP have already been introduced to
the new Careers Website that the Department for Education
has now launched. Associated with that is the World of Work
Challenge. Both these are an opportunity for students (amongst
other things) to record activities completed or work experience
relevant to their career pathways and this documentation can
also be submitted in support of a VET course.
Attendance at careers events is also considered excellent
evidence for VETRO purposes. In June, we will have two
opportunities for students. Those thinking of a career in the
Automotive area, be it light engines, diesel or farm machinery,
have registered to attend the MTA Careers Open Day at
Royal Park on Wednesday, 15th June. Also, (mainly Year 12)
students are invited to come to a tour of the Veterinary and
Animal Science facilities at Roseworthy on Friday 17th June. Mr
Fleming and Mr Oswald will take interested students (limited to
20 in total) by hired bus for this tour which has been held as an
annual event for a number of years. Priority is given to students
currently in Year 12 and then, if space is available on the bus,
spots may be offered to other students.
Finally, students and parents need to be aware that the great
majority of Certificate III courses, such as those in Agriculture,
Early Childhood Education and Allied Health Assistance, are
now delivered over three semesters. This means that students
currently in Year 11 and wanting to do any of these courses
in 2023 (and count towards an ATAR calculation) need to
commence them no later than second semester this year, 2022.
The ideal time to commence these courses is on entering Year
11 however, many students do not, at that time, have clear
ideas of what career pathway they want to pursue which makes
choosing many VET courses difficult!
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Interschool
Athletics 2022

O

n Thursday 7th April Urrbrae was represented
at the annual Interschool Track and Field
Championships held at the SA Athletic
stadium at Mile End.
We took a team of 40 athletes and 10 officials on a
perfect day for running, jumping and throwing. It was
great to see all the students offer to compete in as
many events as possible. This year we finished 3rd
overall, only 10 points behind 2nd. Some outstanding
performance from the day included:
Ben Van Raalte, Micah Callen and AJ Davis achieving
standards. This is a set time or distance that is achieved
by National level competitors.
Harry Brokus, Micah Callen, Azzi Dowling-McClelland,
Derek Francis, DJ Murray, Jimmy Murray, Von Powell,
Indi Prideaux, Byrce Ritter, Eliza Spiers, Alby Spiers,
Ben Van Raalte, Maddy Washington, Pieta Whitbred
and Nick Wildenauer all achieved at least 1 first place
in their events. We also had twenty two 2nd place
winners and Thirty one 3rd place winners.
Well done to all the students on the outstanding
manner in which they represented Urrbrae on the day.
Neil Muggleton,
HPE Coordinator
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Interschools Teams
Mountain Bike Cross Country 2022
This year the race was held at Craigburn Farm. The race loop was a different course for the Years 7/8 and
9-12 races providing the students with different challenges. The drizzly weather made some sections
of the course challenging but the experience of the Urrbrae students meant they could ride the course
with confidence. This year we took 34 riders in teams of 2 to 4. It was great to have year 7’s at high
school and join the MTB crew from Urrbrae. Teams all placed well in their grades and the mixed team of
Billie Marsh, Amelia Reid, Jacob Thomson and Blake Jolley worked well together to gain a second place
on the day. The 9-12 race was longer in time giving the riders more time on the course. It was a high
paced race with a few crashes, leaving some bumps and scratches. Our year 12 team finished just off the
podium in 4th place which was a great effort for a team of 2 riders.
Well done to all the riders on the day.

Neil Muggleton, HPE Coordinator
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UAHS Formal 2022

On May 20th our
Year 12 gathered for
a wonderful evening
of glitz and glamour
for our Year 12
Formal at the Hotel
InterContinental
on North Terrace.

UAHS Formal 2022
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Diary Dates
Monday 13th June
Tuesday 14th June
Thursday 23rd June
Monday 27th June
Tuesday 28th June
Wednesday 29th June

Wednesday 29th June
Saturday 2nd July
Friday 8th July
Monday 25th July
Tuesday 26th July
Wednesday 27th July

Saturday 6th August
Saturday 6th August
Wednesday 10th August
Tuesday 16th August
Tuesday 16th August
– Friday19th August
Wednesday 24th August

Public Holiday
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Pupil Free Day
Year 10 Immunisation
Semester Two begins
School Council Meeting
Principal’s Tour
9:30am & 4:00pm
Book online
Winter Music Cabaret Night
6:00pm
Barn Market
Last day of Term 2
Pupil Free Day
Start of Term 3
Principal’s Tour
9:30am & 4:00pm
Book online
Barn Market
SALA Art Exhibition
Year 12 SATAC Parent evening
School Council Meeting
Science Week

Urrbrae Barn Market
Register your interest with our
Business Leader, Mrs Karen Overall
for your site or to volunteer at the
next Barn Market.

Utilised and serviced every 6mths regardless of use at
Urrbrae Agricultural High School
Three Point Linkage, Hydraulic fitting on rear, Roll over protection
In need of repairs to Alternator and Engine cover
Has good tyres and brakes
Next service is due 5/5/22 and WILL NOT BE Done.
No Warranty Provided

Enquiries please contact Farm Manager, Neil Harris
Neil.Harris57@schools.sa.edu.au
Please provide your offer by COB Friday 1st July 2022
to Business Manager, Ms Karen Overall
karen.overall728@schools.sa.edu.au

Barn Market

IN ASSOCIATION WITH SYMES & GUNN

THE

WINTER
MUSIC
CABARET
NIGHT

WEDNESDAY

29TH OF JUNE 2022
FROM 6PM
URRBRAE HALL

BYO FOOD & DRINKS & GOLD COINS
FUNDS

RAISED GO TOWARDS MUSIC PROGRAMS
& PERFORMING ARTS INITIATIVES

TICKETS $10

LE

48 Horse Power Tractor 1981 Model

UAHS MUSIC STUDENTS
PRESENT

LY 2
0

$
FOR
YO
OR C UR STAL
AR
L
SA BOOT

FOR SALE BY TENDER - CASE INTERNATIONAL 485

Year 9/10 Subject
Information Night
URRBRAE
HIGH SCHOOL
Tuesday
30th August AGRICULTURAL
Year 10 Immunisation
Saturday 3rd September
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