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Principal’s Report 

Dear School Community, 

 am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for the 

warm welcome I have received since beginning my 

journey as principal of Urrbrae Agricultural High 

School at the start of this academic year. The support 

and kindness shown by both staff and students have 

truly made me feel at home, and I am incredibly grateful 

for the opportunity to lead such an exceptional 

community. As I get to know of the inner workings of the 

school, I am blown away by the opportunities that this 

very significant school provides both metropolitan and 

regional students. The connections back to Urrbrae AHS 

are incredible and I am looking forward to continuing to 

provide the best possible education for the students 

who are lucky enough to enrolled. 

Before moving forward, I would like to take a moment to 

acknowledge the dedicated service of our previous 

principal, Mrs. Joslyn Fox. Her leadership and 

commitment to our school have laid a strong foundation 

for us to build upon, and we wish her all the best in her 

well-deserved retirement. Mrs. Fox's contributions will 

always be remembered and cherished. 

As we dive into the 2024 school year, I am thrilled to 

share that we have started with great momentum. The 

first day of school saw a mix of excitement and 

anticipation as our new Year 7 students joined our 

senior cohort of Year 12 students. It's a joy to witness 

the energy and enthusiasm of our youngest members 

alongside the seasoned seniors, and I have no doubt that 

they will inspire and support each other throughout the 

year. 

Furthermore, the remainder of our cohorts commenced 

classes the following day, and already, we've embarked 

on various activities and events that set the tone for an 

enriching academic year. Our Year 7 students had the 

opportunity to bond and explore new experiences 

during their camp at Victor Harbor, while parent 

meetings for both Year 7 and Year 12 parents and 

caregivers provided valuable insights and connections. 

I want to extend a special thank you to our dedicated 

staff members who have worked tirelessly to ensure the 

success of these events, particularly those who 

generously volunteered their time for camps and 

meetings. Your commitment to our students' well-being 

and educational journey is truly commendable, and it's 

because of your hard work and dedication that we can 

provide such enriching experiences for our school 

community. 

I 

The 2024 Executive Team 
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Along with the ongoing learning that occurs on the 

school farm, the school has decided to invest in a 

proactive Wellbeing program called the Resilience 

Project. This initiative focusses both staff and students 

on three important themes of gratitude, empathy, and 

mindfulness. The Project’s website has a parent/ 

caregiver’s section to support the work done at school 

by allowing families to use the common language and 

themes at home. I would encourage all of you to look at 

the site when you have a couple of minutes.  

As we continue this journey together, let us remain 

united in our commitment to fostering a nurturing and 

inclusive environment where every student can thrive 

and reach their fullest potential. With our collective 

efforts and support, I am confident that we will make 

the 2024 school year a memorable and successful one. 

Thank you once again for your warm welcome and 

unwavering support. Here's to a fantastic year ahead! I 

look forward to meeting the broader school community 

at school events including the barn market in coming 

weeks. 

Warm regards, 

Todd George 

Principal 

 

Key Contacts for 2024 

Your child’s Home Group teacher is your go-to contact in the first instance. They can also refer you to the appropriate 
member of the leadership team should you have a specific question or problem. 

Executive Team 
Principal Todd George 

Deputy Principal David Price 

Assistant Principal: Learning Improvement Ian Reed 

Assistant Principal: Wellbeing Paul Jessen 

Assistant Principal: Agriculture Vincent Fleming 

Business Leader Karen Overall 

Wellbeing Team 
Senior School/SACE Leader Michelle Rowe Middle School Leader Amy Klitscher 

Year 12 Manager Michelle Rowe Year 9 Manager Neil Muggleton 

Year 11 Manager Sam Furniss Year 8 Manager Mark Zivkovic 

Year 10 Manager Brenton Borchardt Year 7 Manager Amy Klitscher 

Student Wellbeing Leader Kate Munro 
(Counsellor) 

Student Wellbeing Leader Matt Krieg 
(Counsellor) 

Curriculum Team 

Arts Coordinator Belinda Sulkowski Learning Support Sally Wilson 
Coordinator 

Agriculture Coordinator Damien Brookes  Library Coordinator Anne Fry 

Design & Technology Guy Harrison 
Coordinator 

Maths Coordinator Helen Douvartzidis 

English Coordinator Jennifer Jones Science Coordinator Resmi Jathin 

Health & PE Coordinator Russell Curyer VET Coordinator Annasofia Hamilton 

Humanities Coordinator Naomi Ey Wetlands Coordinator Vanessa Greenslade 



School Captains 2024  

I would like to welcome our 2024 School Captains, Emily 

Porcaro and Miles Barson, to their new roles this year, 

representing the student body. I look forward to 

working closely with them over the course of this year. 

 

Urrbrae Class of 2023 SACE Results 

We were delighted with our Year 12 results last year, 
with excellent achievements recorded across the entire 
year level. Congratulations to the following four 
students who achieved an A+ Grade with Merit: 

Abigail 
HENDERSON 

General 
Mathematics 

M. Croughan 

Hannah 
HENTHORN 

General 
Mathematics 

M. Croughan 

Tim VELISEK Furniture 
Construction 

D. Hawes 

Miles RAMM Activating 
Identities & 
Futures 

B. Wallis 

• Congratulations to Ashlee Gunn and Ashley Bates 
who were our 2023 Urrbrae SACE Dux with an ATAR 
of 98.75, with a further 11 students achieving an 
ATAR in the 90s. 

• The number of students who achieved A’s and B’s 

remained high, with 21.8% in the A Grade Band and 

66.4% at a B Grade or higher. 

• 98.2% of Year 12 students successfully completed 

their subjects in the C Band or higher. 

• 100% of our students successfully completed their 

compulsory Stage 2 Activating Identities and 

Futures in Year 11. Urrbrae has been a pilot school 

for this revitalised research project subject with 

excellent results. All students who completed this 

subject received a C- or better with the majority of 

students recording grades in the A and B bands. 

This year the school is in the final stage of the pilot 

with the subject to fully replace Research Project 

across the state in 2025. 

• Of 83 students who applied to SATAC, 78 received 

an offer in the first round.  

• Of these university offers, over 50% were in 

STEM/Agricultural/Environmental related fields, 

linking beautifully with the specialist nature of 

Urrbrae Agricultural High School (as stipulated by 

the Waite Trust). 

• Excitingly, two students received offers into 

Veterinary Bioscience. 

Congratulations also to those students who did not 
choose a tertiary pathway and instead have 
successfully completed their SACE.  Many of these 
students have walked straight into apprenticeships and 
job opportunities. No matter what pathway you 
choose for the future, Urrbrae is proud to have been a 
part of your journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Senior School News 
Michelle Rowe 
Senior School/SACE 
Coordinator 

 

 would like to welcome back all our Senior School 

families. I am very optimistic that this year is going to 

be a good year for our Year 12s with a variety of events 

planned for the year. This year, in our CAB 

(Connectedness and Belonging) Program, we have 

introduced The Resilience Project, which is focussed on 

helping our (Year 12) students to gain the skills required to 

develop resilience as they complete Year 12. This will 

include lessons around Gratitude, Empathy and 

Mindfulness as well as Emotional Literacy. Paired with 

these lessons we will look at study skills sessions, time 

management, future career pathways with a variety of 

university, TAFE and other providers attending to assist 

students in choosing a post school pathway; and other 

Wellbeing sessions provided by Encounter Youth, SAPOL 

and other organisations. In the Year 10 and 11 sections of 

Senior School, students are settling into their studies, with 

students enrolled in the first semester compulsory SACE 

subjects of EIF (10) and AIF (11). EIF students should be on 

the lookout for work experience placements as these 

need to be sorted by the end of Week 7. On the other 

hand, AIF students should be busy gathering their natural 

evidence and feedback around their topics, so that they 

can successfully complete their AIF Projects. 

Home Study 

Year 12 students seem to be generally quite settled into 

the Senior School area here in C Block. Home Study has 

been granted; however, it is extremely important that 

both students and parents understand that approval for 

Home Study is a privilege and students will continue to 

have Home Study on the proviso that they meet the 

expectations of Urrbrae Senior Students, which include 

signing in and out when arriving or leaving school. Failure 

to sign in or out will result in students receiving a 

consequence of after school detention, and potentially 

losing the privilege of Home Study. Signing in and out is 

more than just a school expectation; it is for the safety of 

our students as well, in the event of a fire or other 

emergency situation.  

“Work smarter not harder” 

Many students have already completed their first 

summative assignments while others are continuing to 

work towards these. Please encourage your child to 

communicate with their teachers as their teachers, who 

are their best resource and are only too happy to assist 

your child to be successful. 

2023 SACE Results 

I would be remiss if I did not mention our 2023 SACE 

results; our students are to be commended for their 

fine achievement. In 2023 we had two students achieve 

the same enviable ATAR of 98.75, with Ashlee Gunn and 

Ashley Bates both being named School Dux. The 

students went off to a wide variety of different career 

pathways with many students receiving university 

offers in the first round. As these students are about to 

embark on their university studies, we wish them all the 

very best for whatever the future has in store. Many 

other students continued with apprenticeships and 

others went straight into the work force, with many 

relaying to us their excitement to be doing something 

they have always wanted, but many missing school … 

who would have thought it! 

Year 12 Formal 

Our Year 12 Formal is fast approaching and will be held 

at the Wine Centre on Friday May 24th. We have a 

wonderful committee of students working hard to 

ensure that the night is a wonderful celebration of our 

young people’s final year of schooling. 

And finally… 

On Wednesday 14th February, we held our Year 12 

Parent information evening, with a large number of 

parents attending. I have sent home an email with a 

copy of my PowerPoint for those parents who were 

unable to attend. In the coming weeks, we will be doing 

some interim checks on student attendance, effort and 

achievement in all Year 12 classes, just to ensure that 

we can support students who may need a little extra 

help or direction. I strongly encourage all parents to 

communicate with their child’s subject teachers and 

with me about any issues the student may be having. 

We are here to help your child to have a successful year 

and we will do our very best to facilitate that end. 

Having said this, students do bear responsibility for 

their learning – they are the masters of their own 

destinies. 

I look forward to working with you all in 2024 to help 

our students achieve success. 

Michelle Rowe 

Senior School/SACE Coordinator 
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Agriculture Matters 
Vincent Fleming 
Assistant Principal 
- Agriculture 

 

Urrbrae students excel at 
International Dairy Week 2024 

uring the January school holidays Urrbrae 

students competed at the International Dairy 

Week in Victoria.  

The students represented the South Australian Youth 

Challenge Team and were involved in preparation, 

showing and judging of heifers and cows in various 

competitions. The Urrbrae Team achieved 3rd place 

overall out of a total of 13 competing teams. It is 

great to see our students continuing to build on their 

passion and dairy industry connections they have 

developed through Dairy Club.  

Congratulations to Luis Riley, Chris Thompson, Katie 

Bell, Lexie Stewart, Tess Newman, Evie Gardiner, 

Spencer Eckert, Toby Zilm, Tyler Fergusson, Evie 

Cerullo and Sadie Knight for achieving wonderful 

results and representing Urrbrae with pride at the 

international level!   
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Tyler Fergusson (above), 

Evie Gardiner (centre) 

and Chris Thompson 

(below) showing cattle. 

Above left:  Katie Bell and Chris Thompson proudly wearing SA 

Youth Challenge Team International Dairy Week 2024 shirts; 

above right:  Katie Bell presenting judging comments. 

South Australian Team with 3rd Place Ribbons 



 

Urrbrae Students Recognised 
at SA Equestrian Annual 
Awards 

questrian Australia is Australia’s governing body for 

equestrian Olympic sports as well as other equestrian 

sports.  

A huge congratulations to two Urrbrae Students who 

performed at a consistently high level over the year to win 

some of the Equestrian South Australia annual awards. Eliza 

Spiers won the 2023 Equestrian South Australia Interschool 

Intermediate Dressage Champion on her horse Hillswood 

Beatrice. Zara Young won the 2023 Equestrian South 

Australia Junior rider of the year and her horse, Aveden 

Indigo, won the 2023 Junior horse of the year.  

Congratulations Zara and Eliza on these fantastic 
achievements. 

 

 

 

 
ur newest alpaca, Felix, was born on Christmas Eve 2023, Felix is named after “feliz Navidad” which is how you 

say merry Christmas in Spanish! Felix’s mother is ‘Noutake’ or ‘Nori’ for short, who was purchased in March 

2023 from the Yaringa Alpaca stud. Nori was already pregnant when she arrived at Urrbrae and also had 

Felix’s full brother at foot. Felix is progressing very well and we expect that he will be part of the Urrbrae Show Team 

in the future. 

E 

O 

An early Christmas present arrived at Urrbrae 

 



 

Vegetable Production Area Revitalised 

his highly utilised area has been expanded and fully revamped including new irrigation, concrete 

pathways, topsoil, and netting for bird control. The Year 7 classes will be preparing the vegetable plot 

areas and planting out seedlings and seeds over the coming weeks. The produce can then be taken 

home for use by families and friends. The road redevelopment has provided the funds for this project, which 

is much appreciated. 

 
 

 

 

Urrbrae Honey is Flowing 

uring the first weeks of Term 1 students and staff have been directly involved with the honey extraction process. 

The Urrbrae bees have produced above average amounts of honey this season due to the extended flowering of 

trees, shrubs and pasture plants around the Urrbrae Farm as a result of the milder and wetter summer so far.  

Urrbrae pure honey is available for purchase from our canteen on school days from 9.30am – 2.30pm and also at the 

upcoming Urrbrae Barn Market which will be held from 9.00am – 12.00 noon Saturday 2nd March. Thank you to Mr 

Heynemann (AKA Mr Honeymann) for coordinating this wonderful experience for our students. 

 

T 
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SRC News Matt Krieg 
SRC Coordinator 

SRC 2024 Induction Day 

he 2024 Urrbrae Student Representative Committee was inducted on Wednesday February 14.  

Thirty-eight students ranging from Year 7 to Year 12 learnt about the structure, purpose and processes of the 

SRC and are now ready to undertake their responsibilities to lead Student Voice initiatives and contribute in a 

variety of ways to the successful functioning of our school.  

Our Captains are Miles 

Barson and Emily Porcaro. 

Executive roles are led by 

Lara Pargin (A-Team & Arts), 

Caitlin Lush (Agriculture & 

Clubs), Gabrielle De Rosa 

(Wellbeing) and Miles 

Barson (Environmental 

Focus).  

We’re looking forward to an 

active and productive year 

working together to help 

make Urrbrae an even 

better place for all students 

to flourish and learn. 

Matt Krieg 

SRC Coordinator 

 

  

T 

 
Above: SRC 2024 Executive team L-R: Principal Todd George, Gabrielle De Rosa, Emily Porcaro, Miles 
Barson, Caitlin Lush, Lara Pargin, SCR Coordinator Matt Krieg. 
 

Below: The newly inducted SRC Team. 



 

 

 

Health and PE News 
Russell Curyer 
Health and Physical 
Education Coordinator 

Welcome back to 

another year of 

school sports! 
s we dive into another year 

of school sports, Term 1 

promises to be a dynamic 

start with weekly sports kicking off 

on the 19th of February. Our school 

proudly boasts four teams 

participating this term, including one 

Year 7/8 soccer, one Year 9/11 

soccer and two Year 9/10 Mixed 

volleyball teams. 

At Urrbrae, we believe that sports 

should be accessible to everyone. 

We don't hold trials, embracing the 

philosophy that school is a place to 

try and learn new things, and this 

extends to our extracurricular 

sports. Whether you're a seasoned 

athlete or a novice, our sports 

community has a place for you.  

Participating in school sports isn't 

just about competition; it's a 

gateway to making new friends, 

building lasting friendships and 

creating memories. It's an 

opportunity to learn something new, 

not only about the sport itself but 

also about teamwork, leadership 

and personal growth. 

The Year 7/8 soccer team, last year's 

grand final champions, has moved 

up an age group to compete in the 

Year 9/11 soccer competition. Keep 

a keen eye on their journey and 

continued success as a team. While 

the soccer teams are bursting with 

eager players, there's still space in 

the volleyball teams for those 

seeking a new challenge; contact 

Dayna Fishers if you are interested.  

 
2023 Girls Soccer 

 
Interschool Athletics 2023 

 
2023 Beach Volleyball team 

Adding to the excitement, day 

carnivals kick off on the 20th of 

February with a tennis competition. 

Other upcoming carnivals feature 

beach volleyball, mixed indoor 

volleyball, super 8s cricket, ultimate 

frisbee, surfing and 3X3 basketball. 

Teams are actively looking for new 

players so seize the opportunity to 

be part of the action. 

Mark your calendars for the highly 

anticipated Inter-school Athletics 

event on March 25th! Stay tuned for 

further details coming your way 

soon.  

It's important to note that while 

everyone is welcome to join any 

sport, we do have team number 

limits. Operating on a first-in-best-

dressed system, if you sign up and 

the team is already at capacity, fear 

not! You'll be placed on a waiting list 

and contacted if a spot becomes 

available. 

 

To explore the diverse sports on 

offer and get involved, check our 

website using the QR code above or 

visit the Urrbrae school website and 

follow the prompts. Let's make this 

year's sports season unforgettable. 

Here's to a year filled with 

sportsmanship, growth, and lasting 

memories! 

Dayna Fishers 

Urrbrae Sports Coordinator 

 
Senior Netball team 2023 
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HASS News 
Naomi Ey  
HASS and Environment 

Coordinator 

Year 7 Humanities: 

Working in the 

Wetlands 

ur newest students to Urrbrae 

have begun their learning of 

geographical skills and concepts 

by visiting the Urrbrae Wetlands.  

While at the wetlands, some students 

have been learning about biophysical 

environments by collecting, recording, 

and sorting samples found in the 

wetland’s environment. Other students 

have been learning mapping skills and 

the key features of a map, using the 

acronym B.O.L.T.S.S (border, 

orientation, legend, title, scale, source) 

and participated in an orienteering session locating important points around the wetlands on a map. Students have 

also been learning about the geographical concepts (S.P.I.C.E.S.S.) in the context of the wetlands. S.P.I.C.E.S.S., which 

stands for Space, Place, Interconnection, Change, Environment, Sustainability and Scale, are the ‘big ideas’ used to 

help students learn to think like a geographer.  

Naomi Ey  
HASS and Environment Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

O 

Exploring the Wetlands 

 

Introduction to the wetlands with Mrs Greenslade. 
Top right: Observing the biophysical environment. 

 

Above: Collecting Samples. 

Creating maps of the Wetlands 

Top: Collecting Samples 



 

Boarding Providers Urgently Needed 

rrbrae is urgently seeking Boarding Providers to offer board to new Urrbrae students who are coming to 

Adelaide next year to attend our school.  Most student boarders reside in rural areas or towns in regional or 

remote areas and rely on a boarding provider to house them during school term.  

If you are a member of the Urrbrae school community and have the capacity to provide board for an Urrbrae student, 

please contact Matt Krieg on 8274 7455 or matthew.krieg807@schools.sa.edu.au for further information and to join 

our Boarding Register. 

Matt Krieg 

UAHS Boarding Coordinator 

  

U 
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The Arts News 
Belinda Sulkowski 
Arts Coordinator 

Create4Adelaide Exhibition 
n exhibition of exciting new works created by young people to tackle the climate 

emergency, Create4Adelaide is the culmination of a year-long project from 

Adelaide Festival and Sabir. Launched during the 2023 Festival, this participatory 

project brought together young people across South Australia and beyond to respond 

creatively to climate change priorities. 

Through workshops and creative events led by over 25 artists with the support of 14 

cultural partners and 125 South Australian schools, young people used different art 

forms to share ideas about how to address climate change. Students at Urrbrae 

Agricultural High School worked with Artist Ella Germein to produce a mural for the 

school and students were also provided the opportunity to address the themes in their 

classes. 

The artworks featured in the Create4Adelaide exhibition have been chosen by young people from the hundreds of 

contributions submitted to the project. The chosen works highlight the concerns of young people, their commitment 

to combatting climate change and their boundless creativity. 

Congratulations to Elise Marangone, a current Year 9 student, who had their work ‘Mallee Emu Wren’ (below) selected 

as a Year 8 Art student last year. Her work will feature in this exhibition. Also featured will be a film showcasing the 

mural work which was completed last year as part of this initiative. 

Belinda Sulkowski 

Arts Coordinator 
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Aspiring Musos... 
Discounted Instrument Hire 
We are currently able to hire out woodwind and brass 
instruments. Please contact us, and we will do our best to 
accommodate student choices. 

Receive Free Music Lessons 
Have you ever wanted to learn an instrument 
but never been given the chance? We offer free 
instrumental lessons on a range of instruments 
to interested students. We currently have 
availability for woodwind, brass and vocal 
lessons, with instrumental lessons starting in 
term 1. Contact Mr Gunn or Mr Symes for more 
information.  

Join Us for Music, Friendship 

& Fun! 
Direct message us on Daymap to register your interest. 
We look forward to you joining us! 

Vinnie Symes and Scott Gunn, Music Teachers 

Belinda Sulkowski, Arts Coordinator 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

Diary Dates 

Monday 26th February School Photo Catch up 

Thursday 29th February  Sports Day 

Saturday 2nd March Barn Market 

Tuesday 5th March  Casual Day 

Wednesday 6th March Principal’s Tours 
9.30am & 4.00pm – Book online 

Friday 8th March Pupil Free Day 

Monday 11th March Adelaide Cup Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 13th March 
to Monday 25th March 

NAPLAN 

Monday 18th March Principal’s Tours 
9.30am & 4.00pm – Book online 

Friday 29th March Good Friday Public Holiday 

Monday 1st April Easter Monday Public Holiday 

Saturday 6th April Barn Market 

Tuesday 9th April Principal’s Tours 
9.30am & 4.00pm – Book online 

Friday 12th April End of Term 1 

Monday 29th April Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 30th April  Start of Term 2 

Wednesday 1st May Principal’s Tours 
9.30am & 4.00pm – Book online 

Saturday 4th May Barn Market 

Monday 6th May Year 7 Applications Close 

Wednesday 8th May Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Monday 13th May Principal’s Tours 
9.30am & 4.00pm – Book online 

Tuesday 14th May Year 10 Immunisations 

Friday 24th May  Year 12 Formal 

7pm Tuesday 12th March 2024 

Urrbrae Agricultural High School STEM Centre 
Guest Speaker: Professor Wayne Pitchford 

Light Supper Provided 
RSVP 8274 7455 or 

Hayley.Cochrane998@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

 


